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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Lands : Reports

of Mr. H. P. Woodward upon phosphate
deposits on Islands near Esperance
(ordered on motion by Mr. E. B. John-
ston).

By Ron. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) :Return of eases of swine fever
in metropolitan district (ordered on mo-
tion by Mr. Lander).

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message fromn the Governor received
and read notifying assent to0 the follow-
ing Bills :

1, Fisheries Act Amendment,
2, District Fire Brigades Act Amend-

ment,
3, Water Supply, Sewerage and Drain-

age Act Amendmuent,
4, Declarations and Attestations.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S RE-
PORT.

Mr. SPEARER: I have rceived
from the Auditor General for presenta-
tion to the Assembly a copy of the Co-
lonial Treasurer's statement of the Pub-
lie Accounts for the financial year ended
30th June, 1913, together with Part 1. of
the Auditor General's report. Part U. is
in course of preparation and will be sub-
mitted to Parliament in due course.

QIJEST1ON-RAMAWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, KONDflNIN EASTWARD.

-Mr. BROUN asked the Minister for
Works : 1, Do the Government intend
to continuie the construction of the rail-
way east of Rurrenkuttcn from Kond in-
in, whben the lint- is completed from Yilli-
miningc to Kondinin, -without the men and
construction plant being withdrawn from
the work 1 2, If, so, will he introduce
a Bill this session for the construction
of the line east 9 3, If not, why not I

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Works) replied :1, 2, and 3, Bifl for
survey will be introduced this session.

QUESTION-RED SCOURGE, WAS-
SERMANN TEST.

Mr. F. B. JOHNSTON asked the Hon-
orary Minister (Hon. W. C. Angwin) : 1,
Are the Government aware of the deplor-
able prevalence of the red scourge in this
State at the present time 7 2, What
steps are proposed to be taken to deal
with grave source of national danger?
3 . Is it true that a fee of two guineas
per test is charged by the Public Health
Department for the Wassernmann Test,
which can only be satisfactorily carried
out at the Government laboratory 1 4,
If so, and in view of the fact that several
tests are necessary in the treatment of
each case, wvill be see that a nominal fee
is charged in future for the Wasser-
mann test, as it is impossible for a work-
ing man to pay the present fees plus the
necessary imedical charges 7 5, If not,
why not 6, Is it not a fact that the
sputum test for tuberce is performed
gratuitously by the Public Health De-
partment ? 7, As the red scourge is at
least an equ~ally serious public menace as
tuberculosis, should not the Wassermann
test be dealt -with on the samre lines? 8,
Will he consider the desirability of deal-
ing with this disease on similar lines to
other infectious and contagious diseases!I
9, Will the Government introduce legis-
lation miting it a penal offence for any
quack or other unqualified person to at-
tempt to treat this serious ailment I
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The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W, C. Ang'win) replied : 1, Though
any prevalence of these diseases is de-
plorable, there is no reason to think that
venereal disease is any more prevalent
here titan else-where. 2, Free treatment
is given to patientts at the public hospi-
tals. 3, Fee of two guineas is charged
to medical practitioners, bitt not chargod
to cases treated at public hospitals where
there is free treatmettt. 4, No. 5, Such
cases can be treated at one of the pub-
lic hospitals if impossible for patient to
pay the charges. 6, Yes. 7, No. 8, Na, as
persons suffering from venereal disease
should have easy access to gratuitous
treatment with no unnecessary publicity.
.9, Legislation it existence under "Medi-
cal Practitioners Act, 1894.'' The drug
regulations introdutced by the aovern-
went, hut afterwards disallowed by Par-
liament, were promulgated for the pur-
pose of giving effect to the law against
quanck remedies.

QUESTIONS (2) -METROPOLITAN
SEWERAGE S CHEMLlE.

Erpenditure at East Perth.

'Mr. LEWIS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What amount of money has
been expended in connection with the
septic tanks and filter beds at East Perth
fromn inception lip to date 9 2. What is
the estimated cost of new filter beds
necessary to fully equip the system? 3,
Is it his intention to get an independent
expert to report on the best methods for
disposal of sewage, etc.? 4, If so, when?

The PREIER (for the Minister for
Works) replied: 1, £30,228 17s. 8d. 2,
E14,000 for present population. 3, This
matter is receiving consideration. 4,
Answered by (3).

Capacity of Filters.
Mr. MUALE '(for 'Mr. Allen) asked the

Minister for Works: 1, What is the es-
timated volume of sewage that will be
treated by the filters on Burswood island
when the scheme is completed? 2, What
volume is being treated by the filters on
Burswood island at the -present time? 3,

How many cubic feet of filler medium
are employed in treating the volume re-
ferred to at the present time.

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Works) replied: 1, 1,250,000 gallons
daily for present population. 2, Volume
treatied on 6th inst. was 713,000 gallons.
.3, 70,200 cubic feet. This includes the
material in the old filter bed.

BILL-LOCAL OPTION.

Sec-ond Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T, Walker) in moving the second read-
ing said: I scarcely think it will be
necessary to weary the House with a
lengthy introductory speech on this mea-
sure, because it is very similar to, al-
most on all-foams with, that brought in
list session. The whole question has
been before the country I may say for
years. It has been involved not only in
the local option measures, introduced in
this Chamber and passed into law, but
every Licensing Act and every measure
dealing with the liquor trade has inci-
dentally included -references to the prin-
ciple involved in the Bill of which I am
now moving the seconid reading. It is not
one of tho 'se questions that require fire
or passion or party strife in any sense
of tlte word. BRut it involves a principle
and that is the crux of the Bill, the foun-
dation of the measure, which is admitted
on every hand, the right of the people to
regulate their own domestic affairs so far
as they affect the community. That prin-
ciple is admitted in this very Chamber,
the right of the people to say who shall
represent them, and by that means what
laws they shall have to govern them. In
some countries of the world they have
gone further, and in this part of the
world it is proposed to go further -and
submit all measures of great public con-
cern for the decision of the general body
of tile people. When f have said that
this measure proposes neither more not
less than to give to the people the right
to say whether they shall have licenses.
for the sale of liquor or no licenses, or
whether licenses shall be increased or re-
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duced inl every district where these
. licenses now exist-when I have ex-
pressed that that is the purpose of the
Bill, then I say every hon. member in
this Chamber understands it. The rest of
the measure is merely detail. I do not
think either it is necessarty to rouse up the
passions or the prejudices of this Chain-
her by any long digreision or utterances
upon the evil effects of intemperance, be-
cause of which I would like to see, if I
could, the abolition of the drinking habits
of the community.

Mr. Bolton: I would like your opinion
of that madman Tregear.
*The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do
not know that he forms an important
element in the provisions of this Bill.

Mr. Bolton: I hope not.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Cer-

tainly hie is not the inspirer of this mea-
sure, and will certainly have no influence
upon my speech or upon the vote;, I
take it, of members of Parliament. There
is no need for fanaticism. The evil ef-
fects of intemperance can be as great as
'Ar. Tregear in his flights either of fact
or imagination can picture, and still the
people may vote for the continuance of
the liquor traffic, for the continuance of
that intemperance. I nam not going to
argue the point of intemperance on this
question att all. The only question I *am
going to ask the Chamber to decide, is, is
it right that the people should have the
control of that traffic which, whether for
good or for evil, so directly concerns
them?7 Their comforts, their lives, their
homes, their future prospects, their pro-
geny are all wrapped up in the correct
solution of this question, and therefore
they are so intimately concerned with its
settlement that the Bill proposes that it
shall rest 'with them whether they will
have a continuance of the present state of
affairs or a betterment or even a worse
stage of it if so they please. Therefore
I do not think I need trouble the Chamn-
ber more than to inform bon. members
what the elements of the Bill really are.
In the first place the measure proposes
that there shall be a poll taken, not in
April of 1914, but, if you like, as a sort
of concession to those who believe it

[90]

should be takeni at a later stage than
that even, that the first local option poll
shall be taken in 1915, in the mouth of
April. Hon. members are aware that the
present provisions in the existing Act
provide for the taking of a poll next
year and also propose that in the event
of " no-license'' being v'oted, the
vote shall he given effect to in 1920.
This measure differs in this respect.
It proposes that in 1915 a local
option p)o1l shall become immediately
effective. If in any district, therefore,
itno licenses" were voted,. no licenses
were to be issued therein, at once there
would ho a complete wiping out of ex-
isting licenses. There would he no form
of compensation, there would be no time
comipensation as is provided for in the
present measure, or what is tantamount
to it. Therefore the good or evil of the
measure, according to the views that may
be taken of it by hon. members, would
be immediately given effect to. The re-
solution carried at the poll in 1911 would
exis;t therefore until the year 1915. We
should not, if the Bill be carried, take a
poll next year, but the vote as it was cast
in 1.911 would remain unmolested until
the following year. We propose in the
Bill, as before, to submit four questions,
four straight-out questions to the elec-
tors. The elector can vote either for
what is called "resolution A," for "reso-
lution B,"1 for "resolution C," or for
"resolution D." "A" meaning continu-
ance, he can vote that the licenses now in
existence continue as they are in any dis-
trict, or lie can vote "'B,' " which means a
reduction of licenses in any district, or
lie can vote ('C, which means an increase
in the licenses in any district, or he can
vote "D," which means an abolition of
licenses, no licenses. And whenever a
poll is taken we propose to ask the peo-
ple to give their opinion on one point
further. We propose to ask them, "Do
you vote that new publicans' and general
licenses shall be held by the State?" Ron.
members will observe that there is a slight
difference in putting the question in this
regard in this Bill from the way in
which the question was Pitt in the Bill
which was withdrawn last session. This
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is more direct and will, of course, serve
more purposes than would at first sight
appear. It is known to hon. members
that there is a section in the existing
Licensing Act which permits of the es-
tablishient of new hotels, the issue of
new licenses in districts outside the radius
of 15 miles from an existing license. The
object of that is to prepare for the re-
quirements of the extending population.
The convenience of the public is or should
be the first care of the Government, and
it may so be that new districts, which so
rapidly increase in population in this
great State of ours, require hotel accom-
modation. We propose that if they have
hotel accommodation, as far as possible
that hotel accommodation shall be under
proper supervision. The law permits of
new licenses being granted outside the
radius of 15 miles from an existing
license, but we propose in the Bill not
to make it quite so easy to obtain a
license as formerly. The existing Act re-
quires only the ordinary application and
the procedure in the licensing court for
obtaining a license. We say that before
a license is given, even in a new growing
district where there may have been ne
licenses hitherto existing, and where some
kind of lodging and eating and, perhaps,
drinking accommodation is considered by
the inhabitants necessary, we say that be-
fore you shall obtain that license the
court shall decide upon a radius or upon
the boundaries of the people living in
the vicinity of the place where the license
is asked for; and there shall be a petition
signed from within these boundaries ask-
ing for that hotel, and it shall be signed
by a majority of the residents within that
district. There is to be no mere discre-
tion of the court. I would point out to
hon. members that that step is necessary,
whether the proposal is to have a private
license or for the building of a State
hotel. The petition is a pre-requisite to
the issue of the license. That, again, I
think is in accordance with the principles
I am advocating, namely, the right of
giving the people a decision, a control
over the liquor traffic. The point I want
to impress upon hon. members is that al-
though the State, the Treasurer, reserves
the right that hitherto has been recog-

nised as his-and which I submit is the
right of a Stats xithout any legislation to
sulpport it, or to authorise or ratify it-
the right to establish an hotel, under this
new measure of ours it is proposed that
the State shall go on all-fours with a
private applicant for a license, that be-
fore a State hotel can be erected, the
licensing court must be satisfied that the
accommodation is adequate, that the
building is suitable, and in short that it
is required by the petition of the resi-
dents, of the district. So no schemne of
ours over private applicants, or screening
State enterprise, as some would put it,
behind the powers inherent in the Crown,
is possible. The measure provides that in
the ease of "no licenses" being voted in
any particular district, there shall not be
a gradation of offences which decide the
court as to which hotels should disappear,
as was the ease in the last measure, but
that the court shall be granted full dis-
cretion to consider two things, namely,
the convenience of the public and the re-
quirements of the locality. These are the
two essential guiding features in decid-
ing, in the event of "no licenses" being
voted, which hotels shall disappear. Very
naturally, of course, the discretion being
granted to the court, other matters will
be considered, such as the past conduct
of the manager Or of the proprietor of
the hotel. But if it be merely a personal
quality that is at default, that is to say,
if there be a good hotel but a bad man-
ager, it surely is common sense that the
bad manager should disappear and a bet-
ter manager take his place, than that, so
to speak, the hotel should he burnt to the
ground. What the licensing magistrate
will have chiefly to look to are the re-
quirements of the locality and the con-
venience of the general public. The
worst hotels will a~s soon disappear under
this as under the former provision. The
measure makes provision also, as the lest
measure did, for a return of the moneys
that are paid for the in going, for the
good-will of the house, in certain propor-
tions to he decided by arbitration in the
case of those houses that are eliminated,
that cease to exist. The measure pro-
vides distinctly that -when the vote is
submitted the bare majority shall decide.
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That is not an innovation. All the mem-
bers of the House and all the public are
familiar with the proposal. It has not
been sprung upon US now, but has been
in our minds for a long period.

'Mr. Turvey: A bare majority on the
vote will decide?

The ATTORNEY. GENERAL: Quite
so. It is what governs the elections to
this House. It is proposed that the first
poll shall he taken in 1915, in the month
of April, and every three years subse-
quently. That is the proposal in the Bill,
and for the life of me I cannot see why
a bare majority should not rule upon this
question a~t it rules upon all other matters
of great public concern. Every member
of the House is returned on a hare ma-
jorkty.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary M~in-
ister): It alters the Federal Constitution.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In what
way? This is a local measure for our
own government, and the Federal Con-
stitution is not concerned in the matter.
A majority vote carries the elections both
for the Federal House and for this
House, and now in the House of Repre-
sentatives itself a mere majority of one
is keeping the Government in power. And
if things of such national concern as that
can exist and be approved and supportedI
why not in this matter where the vote is
limited to a district, and where those con-
cerned in that district in their own wvel-
fare can vote intelligently on it, I
see no objection whatever to the principle.
These are the chief features of the Bill.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Why not take the
vote on the day of the general election?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In sonic
respects it would be well to do so, because
it would be less expensive, but we have
bad some experience of the confusion
that arises by mixing Up all sorts of
questions at election time. This is an
issue of more intimate domestic concern
than questions which are debated on the
platform at election times. At election
times this question may be sunk into
absolute subserviency and treated with
inadequate consideration, and my purpose
is on this temperance question to obtain
some education. I would like those who

know something about it-not from a
fanatical aspect-from a social aspect,
an educational aspect, a statistical ab-
stract to go forth to the world educating,
not those of mature experience in the
world, but particularly the young of the
community, so that as they grow to the
age when they can exercise votes, the
exercise of the vote may he an intelligent
one. I venture the opinion that at the
present stage people are not too wise in
exercising their voles as they do on this
question because there is at the present
moment such a dark perturbation through
prejudice. And though I believe it is
always right to let people express their
conscience by the vote, it is no real indi-
cation as to the merits of the reform
proposed that the votes should at some
time be against temperance--against the
Suppression of the traffic. I aim firmly
convinced that as knowledge gets abroad
and people calmly think on the matter,
as they obtain knowledge on matters re-
lating to this subject, which so affects
the lives, the health and the stability of
the people and their national eharacter,
I am firmly convinced that the ultimate
vote must he in favour of the total ex-
tinction of the liquor traffic.

Mr. E. B. JOHNTSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) : I am pleased to be in Parlia-
ment and supporting a Government that
have been true to their pledges in all
matters.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Please ring off.
Air. E. B. JOHNSTON: And particii-

larly in regard to their promises to the
people on the question of the control of
the liquor traffic. I am sure the electors
of Western Australia remember that in
his policy speech in the Mechanics' Insti-
tute a little more than two years ago, the
present Premier and leader of the Gov-
ernment said that speaking for himself
he was in favouir of the complete control
of the liquor traffic by the people on a
bare majority vote, and to-day we find the
Ministry for the second time introducing
a Bill entirely in accordance with the
promise then given to the electors. The
main principle of this Bill as outlined
by the Attorney General is to give the
people control over all licenses on a bare.
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majority vote and to provide that the
local option poll shall be operative at
once in all respects.

Ron. Frank Wilson: Rave you had a
copy of the Bill?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: It is the same
Bill as we had last year, and I have had
an opportunity of glancing through the
provisions since I came into this Cham-
ber.
IHon. Frank Wilson: Well, let me tell

you it is not the same Bill.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON; It is in its

main provisions. I am afraid the hen.
member has been sleeping instead of look-
ing through the Bill.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I was listening
to the Attorney General.

Mir. E. B. JOHNSTON: I have had an
opportunity of looking through the Bill
since it was laid on the Table a few
moments ago. and I was courteous enough
to the leader of the Opposition to tell himi
that I was going to try and speak ahead
of him rather than that the debate he
adjourned.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That was before
the Rouse met.

Mr. E_ B., JOHNSTON: Yes, and I
have made roy notes since thien. I
have seen the Bill that came in
last session, and I have received the
assurance of the Government that
this Bill would be on the same lines,
and 1 am glad to see it is on the
same lines, and I can also see it is hurt-
ing' the hon. gentleman opposite. I
would like to repeat I am glad the Gov-
ernment are bringing in a local option
Bill with the object of? giving the people
the control of the traffic straight away,
and not the bastard kind of local option
to take effect in tea years or any number
of years which 'was passed by the late
Government. Anyone who has any
interest at all in the liquor traffic or the
moral well-being of the community must
agree that if we are going to have any
reform in this or any other matter, the
time for the reform is now. The present
is the time that the poll should be put
into operation in every district in this
State on the important subject of liquor

reform. The Bill provides that the local
option poll eanot be taken on the issue of
a reduction of licenses until 1915 and in
this connection I would like to suggest to
the Attorney General that he should con-
sider in Committee an amendment pro-
viding that a triennial poll be taken on
the day of the general election.

Member: Would that not disturb thc
main issue at an election?

A-r. E. B. JOHNSTON: If it did dis-
turb the main issue that would be the will
of the people, because the people would
think that this question predominated
over every other issue; and if the people
thought that, what right have we to inter-
fere -with their wishes on that score. In
reply to the remarks of the Attorney Gen-
eral on this subject, I would point
out that already we have had a local
option poll taken in Western Australia on
the day of a general election, or rather
on the day of the Federal referendumn.
The day when certain Federal proposals
were being put to the people of Western
Australia the State Government at that
time very wisely decided that the local
option poll should be taken on that day,
and it was done without any ill results
accruing to the consideration given to the
questions by the people.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do you think it was
a good poll?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON:- It was not
such a poll as we could wish, hut it was
a better poll than we might have under
this Bill. We get the true expression
of the will of the people in taking a poll
on the day of a general election, and I
hope the Government will at this late
s~tage consider an improvement to the
Bill in this direction.

Mr. Foley: You will have fanatics on
both sides running round trying to in-
fluence the people.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: I daresay the
hon. member will agree with me that a
mana who is not an agitator-

Mr. Foley: I said fanatic.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: It is very easy

for people to call a man who has an ob-
ject in the world for the betterment of
humanity A fanatic.
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The Premier: If you call another man
a madman, you must expect to get some
back.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I do not know
to what the hon. member refers, but I
know that there are some people who are
trying to do a lot of good in regard to
liquor reformi and other burning questions
in Western Australia, and they are dubbed
fanatics by opponents. Already we have
the fact that the Federal Government take
their referendums on the day of the gen-
eral election and I am sure the Attorney
General will not for a moment argue that
we did not get a good poll on the Federal
referendums on the day on which the
general election was held. I am of
opinion that we get the will of the people
better on the day of a general election
than on any other day suggested. Let
us do all we can to asecertain the wishei
of the people in regard to liquor reform.
In regard to the questions that are to be
put to the people I think they could be
improved considerably. The Attorney Gen-
eral proposed to take the poll on the
question that the number of licenses exist-
ing in a district be reduced. I would su--
gest that he should consider the ques-
tion of not reducing the licenses but re-
ducing the hours, under which liquor can
be sold. If there are three hotels in a
town, very little can be done from a tem-
perance point of view by dxtinguishing
one of those hotels and leaving the other
two to trade for the present long hours,
which are particularly unfair to the em-
ployees in the liquor business. I hope the
Government will alter the question to be
put to the people in the direction of mak-
ing it a vote on the question as to
whether the hours of sale should be re-
duced rather than that the number of
licenses existing in a town or district
be reduced. In fact, I think that the
ballot paper might be amended in the
interests of the people on the lines advo-
cated by the West Australian Alliance
for so many years, so that it would read
-(a) I vote that existing licenses con-
tinue. (b) I vote that no other licenses
be granted in the electorate. (c) I vote
that the hours of sale be reduced. I hope

the Government will at the proper time
alter the ballot paper in that direction,
although, at the same time, I commend
them whole-heartedly on the effort shown
in the Bill to put the liquor traffic under
proper control.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: Why not abolish
the system of shouting?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I do not think
that a matter to be dealt with in a Bill
of this kind. The present law provides
that no local option shall he taken on the
issue of a reduction until the year 1920.
I am glad to see that the Bill brought
forward by the Government provides
that this poll shall be taken in 1915. As I
have said before, I think it should be
taken earlier-on the day of the next gen-
eral election in this State next
year. But whether it is this year
or the year after either of them
will be a marked improvement on
the present iniquitous law. The Govern-
ment propose that the control of the
liquor traffic shall be by the people and
for the people in Western Australia, and
all must agree that there is no subject
which the people are more entitled to
control, and that the vote should be
taken as quickly as possible.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: How about a man
who has spent thousands on an hotel?

lMr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The publican
well knows that he is granted only a
yearly license.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: We penalise
a good many people when it is for the
benefit of the community generally.
Some people think that we penal-
ised the land owners in Western
Australia by preventing them from
having votes in every Legislative Assem-
bly district for every separate block they
held. I remember when that was the law
in Western Australia, and I am glad that
the risinig tide of democracy in this State
has done away with that barbarous con-
dition of affairs, and I am glad that the
Government have brought in this measure
to do away with similarly barbarous state
of affairs 'which at present deprives the
people from having any voice in regard
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to the liquor traiific, With reference to
the provisions for the granting of new
licenses, I have not had time to look
through the measure very closely, but t
hope that Section 45 of the existing Licen-
sing Act which allows certain licensing
benches to grant licenses in districts
where the people do not want them, be-
cause they are 15 miles away from an
existing license-

The Attorney General: This Bill pro-
vides for a petition.

The Premier: And the consent of the
Minister must be obtained as well.

3A1r. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am glad to
hear that, and I hope that Section 45 is
being repealed entirely. I am glad that*
a petition is required, and it would be a
good thing for the Government to fix
the distance at a radius three of four
miles from within which area the petitioii
must come rather than leave it to the
mercy of the licensing bench to fix .the
districts. That is a small improvement
which I suggest to the Minister.

The Premier: The conditions vary too
much.

Air. E. B. JOHNSTON: We have not
had elected licensing officers in this State,
anid that is a matter I woulfi like to see
carried in to effect, but I would not trust
any licensing bench to fix the district
from which a petition should emanate. I
think Parliament should fix a definite
radius in this measure. In conclusion I
would like to say that I took the oppor-
tunity of speaking before the leader of
the Opposition moved the adjournment,
because I will probably be away during
the rest of the -week. An hon. member
who does not agree -with me in regard to
the main principles of the Bill has been
kind enough to grant me a pair on the
main principle as to when local option
shall come into force.

Hfon. Frank 'Wilson: Are you going
to Oeraldton, too9

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Yes.
The Premier: You cannot find a mem-

ber to give you a pair.
Afr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Yes, a mem-

ber of this side of the House who voted
against that principle last session. I am

sorry to say he has not changed his opin-
ion, but he has promised to pair with
mc. If he had not been kind enough to
do so I would not have gone north this
week. It is the hon. member for Leo-
nora (Mr. Foley). He makes no secret
of the fact that he opposes the imme-
diate application of local option.
I again congratulate the Govern-
ment onl this bona fide and deter-
mined effort to give the people of West-
ern Australia absolute control of the
liquor traffic on a bare majority vote. I
hope this Bill will become law, and f will
be very disappointed if some hon. mem-
bers on this side of the House do not
reverse the vote they gave against this
great democratic principle last session,
particularly the hon. member for North-
,Fast Fremantle.

Hon. PRANK WILSON moved-

That the debate be adjourned.

The Premier: No- this Bill is the
same as the one which was before the
House last session.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

18
17

Majority for

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Allen
Braun
George
Green
Harper
Let roy
Lewis
Male
Mitchell
Monger

Mr. Angwiti
Mr. Bath
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Carpenter
Mr. Collier
Mr. Dwyer
Mr. Foley
Mr. Gll]
Mr. Hudson

Motion thus
journed.

Arzs

Noza

1

Mr. Mullany
Mr. A. B. Please
Mr. A. N. Please
Mr. S. Stubbs
Mr. Turvey
Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. La~yman

Mr. E. B. Johnston
Mr. McDowell
Mr. O'Loghien
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. B. J. Stubbn
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Walker
Mr. Underwood

(Te ller).

passed; the debate ad-
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1913-14.

In Committee of Sup ply.

Resumed from the 6th November; Mir.
Meflowall in the Chair.

Mines Department (Hon. P. Collier,
Minister).

The MINISTER FOR 1KINES (Hon.
P. Collier): As much information of a
statistical character relating to the min-
ig industry was supplied by the Pre-

mier iu the Budget speech, I do not pur-
pose taking up the time of the Committee
by covering the same round. In 1912,
the tonnag-e of ore milled amounted to
2,658,863 tons for a yield of 1,282,658
fine ozs. of a value of £5,448,385. That,
of course, was a deerease on the value of
the output for the preceding year,
amounting to £8174,690. As is well known
by hon. members, this was a decrease for
the ninth year in succession as from the
time 'when the industry reached its zenith
in 1903, when the value was £7,770,000.
It is pleasing to note that that downward
trend has, so far as the present year is
concerned, been stopped. For the ten
mouths of the present year up to the end
of October, the yield was 1,084,011 fine
ozs. for a value of £4,604,588 or a pro-
portionate increase on the ten month's
operations of £64,268. When we con-
sider the fact that for nine years in suc-
cession the trend had been downwards to
the extent of several hundred thousand
pounds it is a matter for satisfaction that
the present year promises, by the time we
reach the end of December, to be some-
thing like £9100,000 in excess of the value
for last year.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is about
what the Bullfinch turned out, about
£130,000.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Bullfinch is not the only little ewe lamb
in the mining industry, as the hon. mem-
ber is apt to think.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I want you to
acknowledge that the Bullfinch has con-
tributed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
has done its share; it has done some-
thing; but it is not the only new field

which has come into existence during the
last year.

Mr. GJeorge: You cannot build uip a
block in a day.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nor
is it the only mine in the Yilgarn dis-
trict which has reached the profitable
stage during the last year or two.

Mr. George: Is it any good 9
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I

have never said a 'word against the Bull-
finch mine.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Your colleagues
have.

Te MINISTER FOR MINES: No,
nor my colleagues. The hon. member is
driving at the criticism regarding the con-
struiction to that field of a railway.

Mr. George: And the whole House
agreed with us.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
whole House did not agree.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Yes.
The AlNIS TEE FOR MTINES: T say

emphatically that the whole House did
not, and if the railway had never been
constructed the Bullflnch would have
turned out as much gold as it has done.

Air. George: No.
Hon. J1. Mitchell : Why did you vote

for the railway q
Mr. Harper : But the railway -was

justified, was it not I
The MINISTER FOR MINES: We

will comne to that directly. Many new
fields have come into existence during
the last year, and there has also been a
revival of many of the older Bieltls. In
the Black Range district the year was
a record both in tonnage and yield, and
shows an increase of 16.000 ozs. over
the preceding year. For the present
year it is also looking promising. The
Meekatharra district shows a record in
tonnage, but the yield was slightly less
than in 1911. The Yilgarn district shows
a record both in tonnage and yield, and
in the old district of Yalgoo there was
an improvement of some 5,000 ounces on
the preceding year, and even coming to
the mother town of the goldfields, that of
Coolgardie, last year was the best for
some six years, at least since 1907, the
increase having been 8,428 ounces. Corn-,
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iug to the Yilgarn field in which is in-
cluded the famous Bullfinch mine, we
find that the increase for the 10 months
,of the present year over the correspond-
ing period of last year was over 34,000
ounces, and I am free to admit that the
Bullfinch mine itself, which at present
is a good Jow grade proposition, con-
tribnted largely towards that increase.
Bight throughout the whole of the belt,
however, extending from Mount Jackson
to Parker's Range, a distance of more
than 120 miles, new fields have come into
prominence. At Miarda, which is 10 miles
to the north of Mount. Jacicson, there is
now a promising- and prosperous litle
field. At Marvel Loch and] at Parker's
Rlange matters have improved also, and
the district of Westons, where there ore.
two promising mines operating, has also
-contributed to the increased output, so far
ius Yilgarn is concerned. I want to say
emphatically that neither 1, nor any of
the other members of the Goy' ernmeat,
have anything to say against the Bull-
finch district or the Bullfinch mine. Ex-
ception was taken by the members of
this party to some of the methods
which were employed in order to boom
that particular property. We are pleased
that the mine has at last turned out to
be a regualar producer. In the Meeka-
tharra district the amount of ore treated
in 1912 was 72,194 tons, and it yielded
50,558 ounces, and for the first nine
months of the present year the tonnage
increased by 21,000, and the yield by
2,000 ounces. This will thus be the best
year in the history of the Meekatharra
field. It will be observed from the re-
ports which have appeared in the Press
that the new developments there abso-
lutely assure, so far as we can possibly
get an assurance, that that district will
live at a great depth. I have been told
by a person who returned from Meeka-
tharra recently that at the 900 feet level
of the Fenian mine there is a lode 20 feet
wide, giving good values, and that gener-
ally the mine is looking better than it
has ever done in its history. That
opinion also has been confirmed by re-
ports which have been made by one of
the most prominent geologists, Dr. Me-

Larn, who recently visited the district.
Hon. Frank Wilson : Did he inspect

the Fen ian?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Dr.

McLaren's report has not been pub-
lished, but I am speaking from the know-
ledge I have of the confidential report
which lie presented to tllose who em-
ployed him.

HOn. Frank Wilson: You will have
to be careful or you will put the shares
tip.

Tile MIINISTER FOR MINES : My
references, although slightly eulogistic,
are mild indeed in comparison to those
of the lion, member in that famous
speech of his. It is pleasing to know
that at -Meckatharra we have, and are
going t6 have for many years to come,
all implortant mining district, and one
which will be second only to the Golden
Mile, and which perhaps in years to
come wvill equal the output of the Golden
M ile.

Mr. George: Are there any good buy-
ing propositions just now?

The 'MIiSTER FOR MINES : I am
not going to advise the lion, member.
Turning to other new fields, we have
Comet Vale, whlich is a promising dis-
trict, and where there are two or three
mines which have reached the produc-
ing stage, and where the prospects so
far as they have gone, are very promis-
ing indeed. Not the least of the districts
to have contributed to the improved out-
put is that of Ora Banda, and if the
leader of the Opposition desires to take
t~o imiself all the credit for the output
from Yilgarn, through the operations of
the Bullfinch mine, I am going to take
a good deal of the credit for the position
as it is to-day at Ora Banda. I am
p~leasedl to say that we have there now a
regular producer.

Hon. Frank Wilson :I think Mr.
Gregory opened up Ora Banda.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
is one of the mistakes the hion. member
has made. Mr. Gregory was certainly
there many times, but I do know that
the district was in a sorry condition two
years ago. On the occasion of my first
visit I do not think 3- nopulation ex-
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seeded 200 people. To-day it is carrying
a population of between 600 and 700
people, and the position is better than it
ever was in the history of the district.
The Black Range district during the year
showed a slightly decreased yield, but a
slightly increased tonnage. Of course the
principal producer, as has been the ease
for many years past, has been the East
Coolgardie goldfield. No less than 59
per cent, of the total yield has come from
East Coolgardie, or practically from the
Golden Mile. The ore treated last year
was 1,763,265 tons, and the yield 788,785
ounces, of a value of £3,350,646, or, as
I have stated, 59 per cent, of the total
yield of the State. That brings home to
one the enormous richness of that com-
paratively small area of country situated
in Kalgoorlie and Boulder. It is also
pleasing to note that some of the mines
are looking as well to-day at the bottom
levels as they have ever done.

Ron. Frank Wilson: I wish they all
were.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member is asking too much. If they
all looked well at the bottom level-

Hon. Frank Wilson: I meant the mines
on the Golden Mile.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Even
then it would be a phenomenal thing to
expect.

Hon. Frank Wilson : It has been
phenomenal.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And
in many respects it is phenomenal at the
present time, but we know very well with
regard to mining, where operations have
been carried on for at score of years on
a large scale, and especially when great
depth has been attained, the richness of
the ore has not been maintained. In one
mine on the Golden Mile they are about
to commence to sink another 600 feet
from the 2,S5Oft. level. This will take
them down to 3,450 feet. This is being
done on the advice of Dr. McLaren, so
that the future of some of the mines in
that district is assured for many years
to come. Of not the least importance is
the labour which is employed in that dis-
trict. There were at the end of last year
5.518 men employed on the Golden Mile

alone, and as I have frequently stated,
the conditions of employment in the deep
mines have become very irksome, and in

this connection it is to be hoped that the
Bill now before another place, which has
been designed to improve those condi-
tions. will receive sympathetic considera-
tion at the hands of that Chamber. To
minimise some of the dangers attendant
on the risks in those mines, two additional
inspectors have been appointed during
the year, and it is hoped in that way to
make the lot of those employed under-
ground somewhat easier than it has been
hitherto. Perhaps the most important
work of the department is that in con-
nection with the geological surveys. Some
few years ago the staff of this branch of
the department was increased by the ap-
pointment of several additional geologists,
and as usual all have been kept very busy
during the year. Their work is most im-
pjortant, and their reports and the in-
formation collected from time to time is
compiled in bulletin form and is made
available to the general public, and to
prospectors and others who desire to
avail themselves of it. During the ycar
detailed geological surveys have been
niade of Kalgoorlie, Southern Cross, and
Ora Banda districts, and flying surveys
have been made of the South-West por-
tion of the Murchison goldfield, including
Cue, flay Dawn, Cuddingwarra, Weld
Range, Moyngee, The Island, Mainland,
Webb's Patch, Tuckanarra, and other
places, and detailed work has been carried
out at Poonah and Coodardy. It will be
remembered that early in the year there
was a discovery of emeralds made at
Poonab. Mr. Woodward, of the Geologi-
cal Department, visited the district, and
he reported that whilst at the present
time the emeralds are not of a very high
value, it is possible that at a greater
depth they may improve in quality, and
to that end the department is rendering
assistance to the prospectors. Flying
surveys have been made of portion of the
East Murchison including Mount Keith.
This is a new district, which is situated
between Mount Sir Samuel and Wiluna,
where a new battery has been erected
during the year, and where the first round
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of crusbings promised very well indeed.
It is rat her a bright district which is
carrying 60 or 70 men and the outlook
is very favourable.

Mr. Foley: They are all strenuous men
there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Since
last year the services of a geologist of
the department have been lent to the
Agricultural Department to investigate
the limestone deposits in the South-West,
including Pinjarra, Capel, Busselton,
Waroona, the metropolitan area, and the
coastal plains between the Murray and
Collie rivers, and as a result of that
investigation it has been proved, I be-
lieve. that vatluable limestone deposits
exist in the State. The continuation of
the detailed geolog1ical survey at the north
end of Kalgoorlie is in hand, and also
with regard to Tilgarn, and the same
appilies to M eekatharra And Kookynie.
The continuation of thle investigations of
the -limestone deposits in the South-West
will be carried onl until it is completed.
A flying geological survey of the country
to thle north of Peak Hill, extending to
the Pithara goldfield, is also in hand, as
well as the continuation of a flying survey
between Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie.

Mr. George: What about the time at
Lake Clifton 7

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I re-
ferred to those investigations while the
hon. member was out of the Chamber. I
am not fully acquainted with what the
geologist is doing. He has been lent to
the Agricultural Department and he is
at their service, and has been for a con-
siderable portion of thie year doing work
for that department and is still at their
disposal.

Mr. George: There are millions of tons
which only want digging out.

The MTINISTER FORF MIXNES: If
that is so there wrill be no difficulty in
locating it and making proper use of it.
One of the most difficult problems of all
is how it) devise the best method by which
the industry can he assisted. It has been
held, aiid I hold also, that two of the prin-
cipal methods are by Government assist-
ance in the direction of water supplies,
and the provision of crushing facilities.

Since we have been in office, a very con-
siderable sum of money indeed has been
expended in providing water supplies, on
the newer fields. That work has, now
been transferred to the Water Supply
Department and is not under the control
of the Mines Department, but the needs
of the districts have been recognised and.
the work is carried out to-day just as it
formerly was under the Mines Depart-
ment. As regards the crushing facilities,
it is interesting to note what is being done
by the State batteries system. The out-
put since the inception of the system to
the 30th June of this year was as fol-
lows:-Tons of gold ore milled, 927,077;
value of bullion recovered, £8,420,830;
tons of sand treated, 510,202; value of
bullion recovered, £00,086. We have two
tin-crushing plants, in the South-West
and another leased in the Northi-West,
and,. from these plants, there was also
returned, since their inception, £77,447
worth of tin fromn 61,282 tons of ore
milled, or a total output from all plants
since their inception-whichi I think -was
in 1898. for I heard the member for
Mfoore (Hon. H. B. Lefroy) state the
other evening that lie was in office when
the first Government battery was started
-of £C4,060,365. When one thinks for a
moment of what that amount of money
means, lie will realise what the State
battery system has done and is doing at
thle present time. Many of our best fields
have been opened tip by the aid of Gov-
ernment batteries, amongst them You-
anmi, Black Range, and Mfeekatharra.
Those places owe their existence and the
prosperity they' are enjoying to the fact
of the Government coming to their as-
sitauce and providing crushing facilities.
In that connection, I have endeavoured
to do all I couild. I have realised that if
the prospectors are going to take risks
and to enduire hardships in seeking to
discover new fields, it is the duty of the
Government to go to their assistance with
crustiiig facilities. During the last ttvo
years, no less than nine new batteries
have been erected in different parts of
the State, and during the financial year
1012-LI1 new five-head batteries were
erected at Mount Ida, itfeekatharra,
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Mount Keith, Bamboo Creek, Ora, Banda,
and Norseman. Six in all have been
started, not counting three erected prior
to the last financial year. I believe that
is a record in the history of the depart-
ment, and in my opinion, it is absolutely
essential that the utmost assistance
should be given to the industry in that
direction. I have found in the depart,
ment that very little benefit has followed
the doling out of small sums of money,
£100 here and £200 there, to indi-
viduals and small prospecting parties.
In a large percentage of cases, the grant-
ing of this money has only resulted in
the recipients holding on to a property
for a few months longer while the money
lasted, and then when the Government
assistance was exhausted, they were in
the same position as they were prior to
the time when the assistance was given.
A legitimate means of assisting the
miniing industry is to assist small pro-
specting parties to discover new fields,
and the best means of doing that is to
see that an adequate water supply is
there for them and that crushing facili-
ties also are provided. In this connection
I may say that the cost of the erection of
batteries during tile last year or two has
been 'considerably less than in former
years; in fact, much tinder half the for-
mer cost. Five-head batteries that for-
merly cost £5,000 and £6,000 to erect, arc
now being erected for between £2,000 and
£3,000

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why is that?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: In-

creased efficiency, better management,
and better supervision.

Ron. Frank Wilson: It cannot be that;
give us details.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
could give the hon. member more than
one instance, in previous years when it
was decided to erect a batteryv in some
outlying district, an erecting engineer
was sent to the district immediately the
decision was placed on record, and fre-
quently he had to wait there for months
until the plant came along. Perhaps the
part to arrive first would be the roofing,
and the bed logs, which should be the
first to arrive; would come last, and so

on. This haphazard system absolutely
doubled the cost of erection. All that
has been altered, and now the necessary
plant is forwarded before the officer is
sent out to erect the battery, and no time
is wasted in waiting for the material. If
the hon. member desires it, he can be fur-
nished with particulars showing that
plants are being erected to-day for half
the cost in former years.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You had better
give us a return.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
be pleased to supply it if the hon. mem-
ber will move for it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I will move for
it if you will make the motion formal.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
will make it formal, and I will be very
pleased to let the hon. member have the
information. There has also been a con-
siderable amount of money expended in
remodelling and improving some of the
older batteries. The difficulty which the
department found was that many of the
plants had been in existence for a num-
her of years and were worn and out of
date. It might be that a district did not
warrant the pulling down of the old
plants and the erecting of new ones, and
the consequence has been that we have
been expending a considerable amount of
money in improvements and remodelling.

Mr. Harper: Of course the officers
would make the most of that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
cost of remodelling some of them has run
into a very considerable sum. The Ravel-
stone battry out from Meekatharra, has
been improved and remodelled at a cost
of £e150. The batteries at Marble Bar,
Burtville, Midline, Linden, Payne's Find,
Yerilla, Mount Sir Samuel, 'and Leonora
-in fact the whole of the plants have
had attention in this connection, and a
considerable sum of money has been
spent, and it may be well to point out
that the loss on the operation of the bat-
tery system last* year is largely attribut-
able to the expenditure from revenue on
repairs and renewals.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Of course you
have had to do that. You ;vdld not take
that expenditure from Loan funds.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, I
have charged Loan funds with expendi-
ture that could be legitimately charged,
but, as I have already stated, a consider-
able amount has been expended from rev-
ernue, At the beginning of the year there
were 31 operative batteries under depart-
mental management which were con-
trolled by 19 managers, and at the pre-
sent time 36 batteries are managed by the
department with 20 managers; in other
words, five additional batteries are being
worked now with only one extra man-
ager. This has been made possible
by re-grouping the batteries and re-ar-
ranging the managers, and, as showing
that the management of the batteries dle-
pariment has been economical and care-
ful, 1 may say that the total cost of
treatment including milling, tin, sand
and siime treatment, for the nine months
ended 30th September. 1913, was 10s.
11di. as against 11s. 1d. for the corres-
ponding period of 1912, an improvement
of 1.4d. per ton on 69,317 tons, or a sav-
ig in gross working cost of over £400.
There has been a considerable agitation,
which I suppose will continue till the end
of time, for a reduction in battery
charges, hut it has been impostible to ac-
cede to that request unless we arc pre-
pared to incur a much larger loss than
the batteries are showing at the present
time. Having regard to the fact that of
the 36 batteries in existence only two
showed a profit last year, namely, Black
Range and Wiilnna. and those profits
were small sums of about £50 and £177
respectively, we have considered it im-
possible to make any reduction in the
charges, but I do think the State is
Justified in granting wvhat may be called
a subsidy in the form of the loss in-
curred in the working of a battery. The
loss of £9,000 or L10.000 on the battery
system may be viewed in the light of a
subsidy to the industry, and it is money
well spent. for, after all, if the erection
of one new battery results in the dis-
covery' or the bringing into existence of
another field like Meekatharra, the State
-will be well compensated for the loss over
many years that it makes on the battery
system as a whole. It may he noted, also.

that during the past two years, the period
for which payment is made for tailings
has been reduced from 3 months and 6
months to a fortnight, and prospectors
are now able to get payment on agree-
ment as to the assay of their tailings
within a fortnight after the crushing has
been cleaned up. That is done by the
operation of the tailings purchase sits-
pense account, which at the 31st May1
1.912, showed a debit of £E20,140 and as-
sets at £C19,921, but at the 30th Septem-
ber, 1013, the debit was £15,189, and the
assets £18,134. The position has im-
proved to the extent of £65,000 due to the
reorganisation of the tailings treatment
generally, the treatment of accumula-
tions of. slines hitherto not treated, and
the sale of accumulated slines, whilst, of
course. during the period mentioned cur-
rent tailings were purchased and paid
for as in the past. I do not know that
anything can be done other than is being
d]one at the present time so far as the
batteries management is concerned. The
superintendent is a very capable and
painistaking- officer, who is doing all he
possibly can, and I believe that so far as
the prospectors are concerned the State
bat tery sy1stem gives a greater degree of
satisfaction than it has done for many
years past. The only thing the pros-
pectors demand now is that the milling
charges shall be reduced, and in this con-
nection, I am making a trial or experi-
ment at thle Coolgardie battery, which
for six months will be run at a crushing
charge of 7s. 6d. per ton. It has been
frequently' alleged by customers of the
batteries, that if the price of treatment
were reduced the to~nnag-e treated would
so increase as to compensate the depart-
ment for any* loss on the reduced charges.
The omfcers of the department hold a
different viewv, but, in order to set the
matter at rest once and for all, we have
decided to give the system a trial in a
district which after all is one of the most
favourable for low grade crushings. The
battery has been running for the past
month or two and when it has completed
six nionths on the reduced scale, we shall
see if the contention of our customers is
borne out, namely, that the increased ton-
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nage will more than make up for the loss
on the reduced charges. The value of the
tin output was well above last year's av-
erage, and last year was the best since
1908. With regard to Collie coal, 1912
was a record year. The present year pro-
mises to establish another record, that is
that the output will be considerably in
advance of. that of 1912. Notwithstand-
ing the fact that some two or three years
ago they had an exceptionally good year,
because of the strike in Newvcastle, 1913
promises to be the best year in the his-
tory of the Collie coal field.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The State steam-
ers have not accounted for much.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Evi-
dently they have been able to go on in-
creasing their output without the aid of
the State steamers.

Mir. A. A. Wilson: That is no reason
for bringing coal from Durban.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: With
reference to the lead ore output, wve find
that for the Northampton district from
1809 (the first year when records were
kept). to the end of 1912, the output wag
19,896 tonls, of the total v-niue of £45,886.
That is, covering a period of 13 years the
value of the lead output from the North-
ampton district was f45,8S6, and for the
nine months of the present year the out-
putt has been 21,029 tons of a total value
of £47,934, or a better yield for the
nine months of the present year than
there had been for the 13 previous years
in the history of the State. So things
generally arc looking bright in the Nor-
thampton district. Some of the mines
have been opening up well and there are
a good many men employed.

'r. Hudson: Is it due to the good
price of lead?

The MIINISTER FOR MINES: Lead
ait the present time is a good price and
has been largely- responsible for the in-
creased number of men who are work-
ing there and for the value of the out-
put. The copper industry has been very
quiet for the year owingf, mainly, or al-
most wholly, to the fact, that the Phil-
lips River district has been very dead.
I raher regret to say that the company

which had commenced there in a very
large way, after sinking a good deal of
money, several hundred thousand pounds,
had to give up in the end and the con-
sequence is that the field is in a very
depressed way.

Mr. Hudsont : It -would be fair to say
the reason.

The M1INISTER F OR MINES : I do
not know I should say it is the fault of
the management. I had an opportunity
of visiting the field early this year and
there I saw one of the finest ore re-
duction plants, concentrating plants,
equal to anything there is to be found
in any of the Eastern States, and an-
doubtedly the values are there, because
there is an enormous quantity of copper
ore and the values are between 6 per
cent. and 10 per cent, but somehow or
another the company operating it failed
to mnake. a success of it, not because the
values are not there, or the field is not
at good one, but, so I have been told, be-
c ause of incompetent management on the
part of those controlling it. The ques-
tion of giving attention to that district
is now receiving consideration and it is
hoped the smelters will again commence
working, because if the field is to have
a chance of coming again, or of reviving,
there must he opportunities of treating
the ore on the spot, as at present they
have to send it from Hopetoun to Al-
bany and then ship again to Port Kern-
bla in New South Wales, where' it is
treated, and consequently the charges
are at least double what they would be
if the ore was treated in the district. The
mnatter is receiving consideration and it
is hoped that something may be done
for the district. A considerable amount
of boring has also been done during the
year and one of the biggest boring under-
takings in the history' of the State is at
present going onl in the Southern Cross
district , whichI is to co-st something like.
Xl000 before it is completed. It was
uindertaken after %-ery careful considera-
tion. and the report of expert officers of
the department. It was undertaken in
that district as having the best oppor-
tunities of success. It is a big thing in
its way but if it results in the discovery
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of lodes of greater depth than have ever
been discovered in, the Southern Cross
district, then the money will have been
well expended. In a smaller way in
many districts boring has been under-
taken, hut it has to he entered into with
a great deal of caution because, while iA
may result in the discovery of new lodes
at a greater depth, it may also have the
effect of erroneously turning down dis-
tricts which, after alt, may be very val-
uiable, so to go boring in a blind fashion
in different parts of the State -would not
be a proper policy to pursue.

Ion. Frank Wilson :Who pays for
it if a good lode is found ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If a
good lode is found the cost of boring is
refunded to the State by those in whose
property it is found. A mortgage over
their property is always taken before the
boring is undertaken. I have under con-
sideration at present thle purchase of a
tractor to operate in some of the more
remnote mining districts. I am thoroughly
convinced that if means of locomotion
or transit of machinery and goods had
been provided in some of the outlying
districts, some of the fields closed down
during the past year or two would have
been working profitably. At Lawlers, for
instance? hundreds of men were employed
during the past 14 or 15 Years, but dur-
ivg the past 1S months the place has
been very dull inideed, and I be-
lieve it has been due in a large
manner to the cost of getting require-
ments to that district, the cost of paying
railway freight for 600 miles and on top
of that paying the cost of carting 80 miles
by teams. One realises that there must
be very rich mines indeed to stand that.
The same thing applies to Wiluna, 100
miles further on. The cost of earl age from
the railwvay station to that district is £7
by teams alone, to say nothing at all
about the railway freight. There are
many other districts in the same position
and it is impossible for them to carry
on unless they have -mines of compara-
tively high va-lue. The cost of eartage
works out at something- like is. per ton
per mile in that part of the country. By
some of the tractors on the market at

the present time, and which are at work
in the Eastern States, it is stated that
the cartage would not exceed 3d. per ton
per mile, and the difference between that
and Is. per ton per mile ought to make
a big difference between the profit and
loss on mines in the districts which I
have indicated.

Mr. Green :Has the Minister any
particular make of tractor in mind 7

The MINISTER FOR MINES : No
several of them have been offered but a
purchase would not be made without very
fall investigation.

Hon. Frank Wilson :Has the hon.
member for Kalgoorlie an agency?

Mr. Green ;No, but there are lot of
inefficient tractors on the market.

The MINISTER FOR M1INES : 1 be-
lieve that is so, but we. will be able to
judge of their quality by the experience
of those in t he Eastern States. Nearly
all the governments of the Eastern Statis
uise them. They are largely used at the
present time for wvool carting in the hack
coluntry of New South WVales and
Queensland. It is claimed by those who
sell them, and also hy those who have had
experience of their working, that they
are a success. If that is so I know of
no place where they could be used to
better advantage then in our remote
mning districts, not only for the cart-
age of supplies from long distances to
the railways but where our Government
batteries are operating, as, after all, a
fair proportion of the cost is that of
carting. In districts where a battery is
situated the prospectors cover an area
of anything uip to 10. 12, or 15 miles an'd
there again the cost of cartage is Is. per
ton per mile. if that can he reduced by
the aid of tractors it is well worth con-
sideration. I hope after very careful in-
quiry to do something in this direction.

Mr. Harper: That would apply to
wheat growing districts, too?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Ex-
actly. If they are the success which :s
climed for them I believe they will he
very ueful. in wheat districts which are
now not served by a railway. However,
that is not for me to consider. T do not
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know that 1 have anything further to say
in regard to the Estimates generally, ex-
cept to remark again in conclusion that.
it is a pleasing feature that the yields
for the 10 months of the year showv that
for the first year in nine the downward
trend in the industry has been stopped;
we have now turnied the corner and are
on the up grade, and that must he satis-
factory to everyone concerned, not only
in mining but every other industry in the
State, and particularly to investors. As
I have frequently stated, I believe that
after all mining is only in its infancy
here. We have anl enormous area of an-
riferous country. Only this year I gave
assistance to a prospecting party to go in-
land some hundreds of miles from Derby,
so, while there are prospecting- parties so
far north as inland from Derby, stretch-
ing right down through Pilbara, Gas-
coyne, and the mineral fields right down
to the Phillips River (district. then I
think we can easily say minling is going,
to pla 'y a very prominent part in the de-
velopment of this State for many years
to conie. It is regrettable that prospect-
ing has not gone on to the extent in recent
Years that it did in former times. It hasi
principally fallen off now through the
fact that there have not been any rich
discoveries made which would attract pi-
oneers or daring spirits, as was the case
earlier in the history of the industry. By
giving all the assistance the Government
can extend, I believe that in years to
come wre shall have a revival not only in
prospecting but in mining generally.

Silltig suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.rn.

Hion. FRANK WILSON (Sussex) :
Like other hon. members lie wvas with the
Mlinister in congratulating the House and
the country on the fact that there had
been some improvement shown in the
milling industry. At the sanie time he
could hardly follow the line of argument
in claiming, as had been done on sever. 1

occasions recently, that such improvement
was due to wonderful administration on
the part of the present Government. He
did not know that any Government yet
had been endowed with the power of put-

ting payable ore into our mines, nor did
he know that any Government had been
able to make a non-payable mine payable
by legislation. At the same time, it was
very pleasing, to himself especially, to
know that 'this improved output of gold
as evidenced during the past eight
or ten months, although it was only a
moderate increase, was largely due to the
opening up of that auriferous belt which
lay between Mount Jackson and Parker's
Range, the oldest belt in the State if we
excepted the Kimberleys, a belt of coun-
try which was discovered and opened tip
long before we had beard anything of
the Golden Mile, and which in the early
(lays of his first sojourn to Western Au:'-
I ralia was thought to be something that
would ultimately develop into a great
. old-produeing centre. 'He well remem-
bered that his first experience in cornice-
lion withi the industry was at Golden
Valley wvhere as an attorney, hie had
charge of a mine called the Kathleen.

The Minister for Mines: That was the
original number one lease, the original
dliscovery.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: With many
others lie had always thought that the
district would ultimately prove to be pay-
able and result in very great benefit to
the State. Inexperieneed as he then was,
it had seemed to him that the belt was
very promising. Hence, perhaps, he had
been more enamoured of the discovery
of the Bullfinch than other hon. members,
because lie had been favourably impressed
with the district prior to that discovery
being made. He was glad to' think the
Government wvere accepting all the odiumn
which attachied to the remarks he had let
fall on the discovery of the Bullfinch, re-
marks almost equalled by the 'Minister to.
night when referring to Mleekatharra. He
was happy in the knowledge that the
Bullfinch district had] contributed lpraeti-
rally the whole of the increased output
of gold, showing conclusivelv that there
was there a mine worthy of notice,
a mine which would last for many years
and, he hoped, be a dividend-paying Pon-
cern; not so rich as had been anticipated,
nothing like what it haed promised to be
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according to the surface discoveries, but
at all events a mine which we might hope
to he permanent for many years to come,
giving large employment and repaying
those who had invested their capital in
it. It was regrettable to notice that the
shares fluctuated in a marvellous manner.
Somebody was evidently manipulating
the market. A dividend was declared, and
then down went the value of the
shares. Heaven alone knew the cause of
it, Possibly some there were who thought
they could moake more money by manipu-
lating the market than they could by
merely holding the shares they had. At
any rate that was a branch of the busines
of which hie had no knowledge. He could
not profess to offer en opinion as to the
reason for these large fluctuations in the
value of the shares of that mine, nor as
to why they should fluctuate so
quickly and so often, when it
was known that the mine was a
payable proposition and well worth de-
veloping. It was interesting to note that
the Mount Jackson district was opening
up afresh. He hoped the Golden Valley
district also would prove workable and
payable. The Mount Jackson district
had been in evidence about 15 or 19 years
ago, and was thought a good deal of in
those days. -Ultimately the people work-
ing these shows had been drawn away to
the eastern gold fields when Coolgardie
broke out. Distance ever lent enchant-
ment to the view, and presumably the
miners fossieking around Aft. Jackson
and elsewhere, directly they heard of the
discoveries by Bayley and his partner,
were attracted further afield, in order
that they might take a share in the riches
contained in that new centre. Then, of
course, Kalgoorlie had followed on, and
so this portion of our mineral area had
been allowed to remain neglected. He
hoped the verdict of the House three
years ago or over, when the railway to
Bullfinch wvas constructed, would he fully
substantiated. He did not think the State
had lost one penny by that expenditure
uip to the present. Indeed the State hadl
made money by it, and it only remained
for thint and other propositions on that
line of reef or mineral country to prove

themselves, 'at any rate payable proposi-
tions, to justify everything that had beea
done or said during that time. Meeka-
tharra, of course, had always been
a good centre, from its inception.
To-night thle Minister had told us
that it m iglrt in a very short
time equal the Golden Mile. He hoped
that would be so. It seemed absurd to
think that we had not perhaps other good
centres, if not equal to the Golden Mile,
at any rate centres that would approach
that portion of our mineral country, and
which would give full employment to ainy
capital we might attract to our shores,
and provide large employment for labour.
The problem as to how to assist our mn
ing industry lied been the cause of much
anxiety to mainy Ministers and nmnny
governments since the discovery of our
Eastern Gold fields. He was not prepared
to-night to accept the theory that the only
way to assist the industry was to grant
wvater supplies and to give crushing facili-
ties.

Thle 'Minister 'for Mlines: That is the

principal way.

Hon. FRANK WVILSON: That was
not at all certain. Water supplies were.
of course, a necessity, but as for the State
battery system, he doubted very much
whether we had been on the right track in,
putting down these batteries here, there
and everywhere, to enable mnen to pros-
pect a certain belt and then throw up the
shows out of which. to use the ordinary
term, they had taken the eyes, out o f
which payable ore had been removed, and
on -which no systematic permanent de-
velopment, had been undertaken. The
proper way in which to develop our fields
was to instil confidence and to attract
capital to this -ountryv. However hon.
members might scout the idea of the
necessity of capital to the continuous
development of a large induistry which
had been of such enormous benefit to
Western Australia, it seemed to him un-
doubted that if we hand nlot capital Put
into this industry it was still going to
languish, to gradually get smaller, and
eventually it would be somewhat a thing
of the past.
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Mr. Foley: Have you ever heard bon.
members flout the idea of the value of
capital in our mines?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Hon. mem-
bers representing the Labour cause in
Western Australia bad been heard to con-
gratulate themselves that they could do
without foreign capital, and did not want
it, that the mining industry did not want
it, that they could develop any indusry
in Western Australia without the aid of
bloated capitalists wvho were sucking the
life blood from our industries and from
our people-congratulate themselves that
2leekatharra was locally owned, that it
could be developed and become a second
Golden Mile without having the hated
calpitalisgt interfere. And this, contrary
to the attitude of the Premier, who in
his dlire necessity went on the London
market to raise capital at any and every
opportunity, at any and every price that
might be offered him. The excuse the
Premier had given the other night was
that we must have the money, that we
wanted the money, that without it we
wvould have to put up the shutters, pay
off the wvorks programme and bring
financial chaos to the State. When the
Liberal Government wvere in power care-
fully administering thie affairs of the
State, when the Liberal Government were
cautiously borrowing at favourable prices
and developing the industries of the State
and encouraging individuals to develop
those industries and work them properly,
when the Liberal Government were in -stilling confidence into the outside capital-
ists to provide the necessary funds to
keep all going well and strongly, then
hon. members had denounced the capital-
ist. Would the hon. members supporting
the Government bleed these men out of
existence and frighten them away from
Western Australia?

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): I have always supported your
Loan Bills, and regretted that they were
not larger.

The CHAIRMAN: Did this pertain to
the argument?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, to the
argument of capital as regarded the de-
velopment of mining.

The CHAIRMAN: It was very far-'
fetched.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: All the capi1"
tal possible he had brought into Western
Australia, but he bad been cautious in
his methods of obtaining it, resting on
the sure knowledge that the people were
responsible, and would have to repay it.
That did not seem to bother the present
Government. The first essential was
capital to develop the industry, which
could not be done by muscle alone. it
could not be done solely by the labour of
the men wvho were doing the strenuobs'
work of prospecting and opening up
shows. The wherewithal to develop the
mines and equip them with machinery
was essential to make them a permianent
success. Were we inducing capital to
come to our State, as it had done in a
riotous manner 20 years ago In the
early days of the gold discovery capital
poured in. At one time one could sell
anything; it had only to be pegged near
to any mine which wvas known abroad,"
and the capital was forthcoming whether
it proved to be a duffer or something
payable. The next thing required was
freedom for those investing in the mining
industry and those employed in it. Let
them work out their own destiny, and
make the most they could of it. We did
not want to be constantly legislating to
restrict their operations, or attacking, as
supporters of the Government were do-
ing, those wvho bad invested their money.
We did not want to be constantly legis-
lating in a twvo-penny halfpenny way to
interfere with the management, or with
those responsible who had built up the
industry to what it was at present.

Mr. Underwood: We want another
Bullfinch boom.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The indus-
try should not be hampered by class leg-
islation-a sample of which we had had
in the recent Mines Regulation Bill.

Mr. Turvey: We Avant to study the
lives of the miners.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, of
everyone to a moderate and reasonable
extent, but he would not agree to protect
the hon. member if, when walking down
Hay-street, he foolishly crossed in front
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of a motor-ear, or if he was travelling on
a train and alighted before the train
stopped, and got hurt. All reasonable
precaution should be given to every em-
ployee in the industries of the State, but
something was expected from the em-
ployees in return, and that was to take
due precautions for their own safety;
but employees often became familiar with
danger, and took risks which they ought
inot to take1 and many accidents which
had beeii attributed to defects in the
mines or the management might be traced
to the neglect of the men.

Mr. Harper: Ninety per cent.
Mr. Green: You want them to die or

be damned.
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member

Must not use language of that ktind.
Mr. Green: It was not used in a blas-

phemous sense.
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member

must withdraw. This sort of language
must cease.

Mr. Green: I Withdraw.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: It seemed

that some hon. members on the Govern-
ment side always wanted to go to the full
extreme in everything. They forgot that
moderation and compromise were the
groundwork of success in any business
undertaking. and that whereas an em-
ployer of labour was bound, if he did his
duty, to see to the interests of the work-
ers tinder him, and that if hie was a man
of business he would do so, recognising
that if he neglected his workers hie would
get a smaller return from their activity,
there was also a duty front the worker
to the employer to give of his best for
the wages he demanded for his labour.
Ron. members opposite seemed to think
it should ill be on one side--that a man
who employed laboiir was the enemy of
his employees, and that a millenium
would only arrive when lahour had been
able to crush out of existence those who
at present provided the means of their
subsistence. He did not mean to claim
that any employer wag a philanthropist
to the extent that he carried on business
solely for the sake of paying wages. We
would have no advancement in the world
if that were so. Men going into indus-

trial pursuits and employing labour did
so to get a return from the capital which
they had invested, and be hoped they
were reasonable, straightforward, and
honest enough to give proper conditions
and proper remuneration to those in their
employ.

Mr. Dwyer: That is the very point at
issue. We say they do not always do so.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: No, the
point at issue was to bleed the capital-
ists out of existence, to cause strife be-
tween the employer and employee. The
rel urn, so far as the State batteries were
concerned, was not altogether satisfac-
tory. It was not in keeping with the
Premier's announcement when he deliv-
ered his Budget Speech that all those
who benefited by the service of the State
were to pay for the cost of that service.
He dlid not want to detract from what
the Minister was doing. He did not
want the Minister to construe his words
into any suggestion that hie should ii'-
crease the burden of those endeavouriag
to utilise the State batteries, bnt wanted
to impress him with the fact that the
State hatteries had been a great loss so
far as, the State was concerned. They,
showed a deficit of nearly £E400,009, and,
considering the number of the popula-
tion, the State had done generously by
the great mininig industry.

The Minister for Mines: That is the
capital cost.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, the
cyross loss, including depreciation, up to
the .31st December, 1912. according to the
Minister's own report, was £371,000. It
was idle fur hini to say lie was going to
construct and erect these batteries for 50
per ccint. less than they* cost nreviously.
He could (liit~e untderstantd that if bat-
teries were erected mnanyv miles from a
railway and had to be carried long dis-
tances where labour was scarce, they
would cost more than those erected on
or near to the railway system. To say
that the actual cost of Purchasing a
State batte ccv to-day had by increased ad-
mini strative ability been reduced by 50
per cent, was something which his com-
mon sense would not allow him to accept.
He was glad that the cost of crushing had
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decreased somewhat last -yeatr, namely
by 2d. per ton, and that a saving all
round of £400 had been made. That was
a step in the right direction, but it all de-
pended where the crushing was, what
quantity had been crushed at each mill,
and whether the work had been contin-
uious or intermittent. The work was
nlever fully continuous, but it might have
been more continuous than in the period
with which it was being compared. Re-
duced charges might and so far as was
compatible with the financial exigencies of
t he State lie hoped always would attract
a greater turnover. That is so in the
ordinary commercial walks of life. He
doubted very much whether the rate of
7s. 6d. a ton in the crushing charges of
our State battery system would result in
an increased tonnage wvhith would reduce
the loss under which the battery system
had lbeen worked. If after cutting down
to the cost price we went lower, any in-
creased tonnage meant an increased loss,
and not a reduction in the loss under
wvlich The system was worked. The M.Nin-
ister was justified in epudeavouring to at-
tract business where batteries were
erected; he was justified iii endeavouring
to encourage a larger suppily of ore for
those batteries, sad lie (Mfr. Wilson)
comniended hiiu for making the experi-
ment. but hoped lie wvould carefully watch
the results and not go too far in the way
of making a loss by' carrying out this
experimient. The Minister's remarks with
regard to Collie coal led one to the con-
clusion thai in the coalfields of Western
Australia we had a very valuable asset
indeed. 'J'le industry had been respon-
sible for the subsistence of a. large maun-
her of workers and their families, and
those who contributed to their support.
shopkeepers and others, for many years
past. An industry which had to fight and
labour against untold difficulties, difficul-
ties as regarded the nature of the coal,
dificultieq as regarded the quality and
weigzht of the coal not being equal to that
producel in New South WVales, and yet
the industry had battled its way until to-
day the Vinister could tell of a largely
increased output not attributable to the
e-talblishiment of the State Steamship ser-

vice by any means; but to the fact that
those who had been handling the local
collieries had been able to induce foreign
and other shipping visiting our ports, to
take a certain proportion of local coal.-
for bunkering purposes. Ile pointed this
out to the House in order that members
might appreciate the fact that the Collie
coal industry as it existed to-day had
been a continual fight, that tens of thou-
sands of pounds had been sunk in the in-
dustry and lost before it attained the
position it "'as in now, notwithstanding
(he fact that different Governments had
lent assistance to it to a considerable ex-.
tent by utilising the fuel on the railways.
Was it not right that that should be so?
Was it not fair that an industry of this
.sort which meant so much to the State
should at any rate receive preference so
far as State consumption was concernedT
That principle had been beneficially car-
tied out on the railway system and he
could go further and say that it was a
crying disgrace that the State steamship
seirvice up to Ihe present time had not
yet taken a continuous supply of local
coal for bunker purposes. We had an
admission by' the new manager, Mr.
Stevens. that the local coal could be
burned successfully on the "Kwinana,"
but Mr. Stevens declared that it could not
he burned on the "Western Anstralia,"
because, forsooth, that steamer was a fire
eater. What Mr. Stevens meant by that.
lie presumed, was that it was a boat
which consumed a large quantity of coal,
and that the capacity of that vessel was
not sufficient to enable it to be bunkered
with local coal in order to make a round
t rip.

Mr. Gill: Dlid he not say something.
else?9

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member could prompt him if he wished;

Mr. Gill: Did he not say something
about the speed of the vessel?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It did not
matter what was the speed, Mr. Stevens
declared that the steamer was a fire eater
and that statement boiled down, meant
that if the vessel consumed 70 tons of.
coal a day, and had a capacity for, say.d
only a five days' trip, when going.
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vs a ten days trip she would have to
carry fuel in the space which was pro-
vided for cargo. In the best sense of the
term, was not coal mining one of the most
important mining industries, or the see-
,ond mining industry in Western Austra-
lia? Of course it was. The industry was
,entitled to every assistance and every con-
sideration, and he hoped the Minister for
[Mines would make it his duty to bring
pressure to bear upon his colleagues to
-see that the State steamers used local
-coal. With regard to the northern por-
tion of the State, that around Northamp-
ton, it was pleasing to hear that mining
for lead had received a newv lease of life.
'Here again, hie might freely and honestly
take some credit from the fact that the
'Governmient with which he had been asso-
-ciated had opened lip the whole of that
-district around Geraldion by railway con-
struction, and it was the Ministry with
whichi lie was associated whose duty it
was to initiate that railway construction,
and not only make that lpart of the State
a great pastoral and wheat growing dis-
trict, hut also provide the necessary fa-
cilities of transport to bring the lead ore
to market. Had it not been for the con-
struction of the railway towards the MlUr-
ehison river, the number of men em-
ployed in the lead mines would not be
any thing like what it was to-day. There-
fore, it was pleasing to note that the
,courage displayed by the previous Min-
Wsry in bringi ng these railway propoi-
tions before Parliament, and the support
that was given by Parliament at that
time towards the construction of these
railways had been justified by the good
results to which the Minister had referred
earlier in the evening. The Minister
suggested that lie might be able to do
something in the way of assisting this
industry by knocking off the simall grants
made from time to time to various shows
and providing belter fadlitics of trans-
port. Ile agreed with the Minister in
that respect. It did not do a scrap of
good to give bonuses of £50 or £100 to
prove any mining show. It was much
more rational to endeavour to assist those
'who were engaged in this industry as a
whole, and if we could do'that by making

cartage £2 or £3 or even £4 a ton cheaper
than it was before, we would be doing
something which no one could cavil at,
and something which would receive the
hearty endorsement of hon. members, and
which would receive the approval of the
people in the particular area which was
being served. If the Mlinister could in-
troduce tractors as hie had suggested, the
use of which lie had told the House was
under consideration, tractors which could
carry goods to and from our mining
centres away back from the railway sys-
tem, at one-fourth the present cost, that
would be doing something to assist the
industry to a greater extent than had
been done even by alt the grants which
had been made with) the object of in-
stilling new life into the industry. The
Minister referred lo the prospecting
which wvas going oii inland from Derby.
There was an enormous belt of auriferous
country from Derby right down to Pil-
barn. He (Mr. Wilson) had had a pros-
pecting party out there 14 or 15 years
ago. and he owned a copper mine at one
time some distance to the south-east of
Derby. Unfortunately there wvas a slump
in copper and though hie had (lone his
best to make a profit out of it by sending
the property: home, it wvas turned down,
and wvith his usual bad luck, he lost the
profit that lie had hoped to earn and the
State lost the development of wvhat might
have turned out to he an important centre.
With the prospecting which was going on
now, however, even at this late hour, the
district might lie beneficially developed
by those who were endeavouring to un-
earth the known riches there.

Mr. Htidson: Who was Minister for
Mines then?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
iuemlber who was sitting behind him, the
member for Mfoore (Hon. H. B. Lefroy).
The only criticism lie had to offer so far
as the proposals of the present financial
year were concerned was that every sub-
department in these Estimates indicated
an increase, slight though it was; but
added together the various amounts would
make a respectable sum. The Geological
Survey Branch, for instance, showed an
increase of only £4 in the aggregate; that
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increase was hardly worth mentioning,
hut the general Mines Estimates showed
an increased expenditure of over £1,000,
and the sub-departments right through,
including of course the State batteries,
showed increases for the present financial
year. That was regrettable in view of
the acknowledged financial tangle in
which the Treasurer found himself to-day.
The shortage of cash had become so ac-
centuated that the Treasurer was almost
,desperate, and had to accept almost any
terms that were offered to him by those
capitalists who gathered round him on
his recent visit to London, and wvho were
moved by his assurance that capital had
nothing to fear in Western Australia,
that the administration of tile Labour
Government had been maligned and mis-
represented and that they might freely
invest their savings not only in Govern-
ment securities of this State, but in every
other branch of our industrial world. If
we wvere in a tight corner financially and
had to pay nearly 41/2. per cent, for our
borrowed money, then it was the duty of
ever' Minister to carefully watch his de-
partmental expenditure in order that not
one pound should be wasted. The Alin-
ister for Mines was like his colleagues
who simply allowed his Estimates to go
through regardless of the fact that the
amounts wvere somewhat increased. The
Kinister had failed, according to the
evidence members had before them, to
mnake reductions. His increases were not
great, it was admitted, bat they showed
an evident laxity in the desire to meet the
financial position, even as the Premier's
estimates had done. They showed that
Ministers were not concerned too much
with regard to the enormous deficit which
wa-s piling up on our Revenue Estimates.
Notwithstanding that this was the posi-
tion, it was to he hoped that the Minister
for Mines would exercise great care and
supervision over his departmental expen-
diture, and that though his vote might b~e
passed as printed. he would economise
in every direction and set an example to
his chief in order that the country might,
when the financial year closed, be in a
better position than it was at the present
time, and that the amount of the deficit

we would finish up the financial year
with, would be reduced considerably be-
low that which the Treasurer had stated.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchisor): If there
was one matter which should be ap-
proached from a non-party view by all
members, it was the question of the min-
ing industry. There was no doubt that
mining had made Western Australia what
it was to-day and whether members sat
on the Ministerial side or the Opposition
side their desire shouaid be to foster and
encourage the industry in every direc-
tioii. It was wvell known that of recent
years the industry had drifted to some
extent and that the value of the output
had fallen to five and a half millions
sterling-. Fortunately this year we had
seen a check in the decline, In all pro-
bability lack of encouragement to pros-
pectors to keep them at their work had
had some effect in bringing about a reduc-
tion in the gold output of the State Tii
all probability if more encouragement
was given-and the present Minister was
doing all lie possibly could in that direc-
tion-in the near future there would be an
upward movement in the industry in-
stead of the continued reduction which
had been taking place in late years. There
was no doubt that a -well-defined policy
was necessary in connection with the min-
ing industry, and we ought to do all we
possibly could to see that every encour-
agement was given. The State had bene-
fited a great deal in the past through
prospectors going out, and he was pleased
to say that he represented perhaps one
of the most promising districts in West-
ern Australia. There was no district in
the State which showed as much improve-
mient as Meckatharra, or the future suc-
cess of which seemed more assured. Not
ninny years ago only a few scattered pros-
pectors had worked in that district, but
the introduction of a State battery had
given them that assistance which had heen
the means of opening up a place that
was retuirning probably the second highest
gold yield of any district in the State. -Ft
was pleasing to know that the deeper the
wines went down the better they appeared
to be, and that was notably the ease in
the Fenian mine, which, at a depth of 700

4b
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or 800 feet, showed better prospects than
it had ever shown at the higher levels.
That fact went to prove that this district
had come to stay and was going to be one
of the places which would assist in mak-
ing the mining industry much better than
it had been for many years past. The
State battery was still running at Meeka-
tharra, but it was not altogether satis-
factory. Many small improvements were
necessary, and he took this opportunity
of impressing upon the Minister
for Mines the necessity for givingao
some little attention to the requests
of those who had been battling so
long in that district. Many of the
men who were prospecting there to-
day had been in the district from its
commencement and they were asking for
a few little improvements, but owing to
the fact that the man in charge had some
little prejudice against those improve-
ments the prospectors could not get what
they required. He urged the Minister to
give those men encouragement by provid-
ing them with the means of saving the
gold which they believed they should
have. That could be done at a cost of a
few pounds. It was all very well for Mr.
Howe to speak with authority, probably
from knowledge gained at a school of
mines, but when it came to a practical
question, the men from whom one could
gain the most points were those who had
been engaged in the industry all their
lives, and when requests which involved
the expenditure of only a few pounds
were made by a large body of men, the
Minister should endeavour to give them
every consideration. The same com-
plaints obtained in regard to the battery
at Wilu us. The battery there had turned
out many thousands of pounds worth of
gold. and to-day a number of improve-
ments were required. On no occasion had
there been any cause for complaint as to
lack of expenditure. but the money had
niot always been spent in the right direc-
tion. Hie felt sure that a little more en-
couragement to the prospectors there, by
giving them what they required, woul
meet with more success than the policy
in the past. It was a matter for regret
that in a place like Wiluna, which eon-

tained the largest lodes known in West-
ern. Australia, the volatilisation pro-
cess had not turned out a success.
The Government should step in aind
investigate this matter, and possibly
by the expenditure of a few thous-
and pounds they would make a discovery
by -which many thousands of tons of good
ore could be treated and one of the
largest mining centres yet known iii
this State would be established.
Lately he had had the pleasure
of travelling through the North
Coolgardie Ooldfields to Wiluna and
across to the Murchison fields, and therc
was no doubt that if some process could
he discovered by which the gold could
be extracted from the refractory ore to
he found throughout the whole of that
territory, there would he thousands of
men employed where there were only a
few scattered miners to-day. He wouldl
urge the Minister and those COn-
trolling the mining industry to give all
the encouragement they possibly could to
the opening up of the hack country which
contained so many lodes of great promise.
The gold was there beyond a doubt, and
all that was required was the discovery
of some process by which the metal could
be won. At 'Ruby Well, some 60 or 70
miles north of Meekatharra there was
another discovery of great promise. A
battery was at work there, mainly through
the assistance given by the present Mini-
ister, and the district was doing very
well. The prospectors going out from
Ruby Well had made another discovery,
at a place called Holden's Find and there
were about 100 men engaged at that plackA.
One of the greatest drawbacks jo
the development of this find was
the fact that men could not get
water with which to carry on
their work. In his opinion the Mines
Department had made a great mistake b -y
allowing the mines -water supply to pass
uinder the control of another department.
It was a matter of impossibility to work
the water supply on the goldfields from a
commercial point of view. It was the
system of the Water Supply Department
to look upon the opening uip of at water
supyply on the gold fields' as a commer-
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cial proposition rather than from the
point of view of benefiting the indus-
try, and he hoped it would be possible for
the Mines Department to again assume
control of the mines water supply, be-
cause only then would a success be made
of that sub-department. At Holden's
Find a bore had been putt down which
was supposed to suppiy about 80 or 100
men and their horses. After puttin~g
down the bore the party were taken away
without ally well being sunk. Then when
a request was made for a well the men
had to be sent back to do that work at
great expense. When they bad a party
On the Spot, those men should have put
dow,, a well and provided a good water
supplIy, With the aid of which probably
another centre equal to, if not better
than, Meekatharra itself, would be openerl
up. Personally he had not seen the dis-
trict, but from reports he had received
the place was going- to be of some use
in increasing the gold yield. In regard
to Hlolden's Find, he hoped that if the
place proved a successful mining centre
those who had made the discovery would
receive the reward from the department
which any prospector was entitled to who
located a good field. He suggested to
thei Minister that hie should not wait for
a request to be made for the reward,
hut should make a grant by way of a re-
wyard to those hardy prospectors who had
discovered this very promising field. At
Mount Egerton there had been some
trouble, but lie was pleased that the Min-
ister had seen fit to meet the requests of
the men engaged there by reducing the
high battery charues, and lie hoped this
concesision wrould result in making Yount
Egerton a real live centre. Mount Keith,
a new district at which the Minister had
opened a publie batter 'y recently, was
turnina out well, and, contrary to the
uisual order of things, the third round of
erushings was much better than the first.
At this place again the question of a
water supply cropped up, and although
hundreds of pounds had been spent at
that spot, the people had not been able
to get a water supply sufficient to keep
the place going.

The Minister for Mines :We spent
£2,300 on the battery.

Mr. HOLMAN The expenditure on
the battery had been heavy, but neverthe-
less if a place was to be a success it must
have a water supply, and he hoped the
Minister would push that matter forward.
Peak Hill, one of the oldest mining fields
in Western Australia, gave every promise
of being a prosperous district. Ruby
Well was only 17 or 20 miles distant to
the south-west, and to the north there
was a copper and gold discovery to wbieh
the Mlinister had seat a geologist to re-
port. Be trusted that when the report
was made the Minister would allow the
local people to have it at the earliest
possible moment. It would be wise for
the Minister to instruct the geologist to
hand a copy of his report to the local
Press, so that the local people might
know the geologiceal conditions of the dis-
trict at the earliest moment, instead of
the information being sent first to Perth
and then having to filter back to the dis-
trict through the metropolitan Press,
which dlid not do all that it should do to
assist mining. It would not be giving
away anything fromt the M1,inister's office,
because, if the report contained any pri-
vate matters that should not be divulged,
such matters could be withheld from thme
Press. He bad merely risen to say a few
words on behalf of the district he repre-
sented. Manty of the mining districts were
in the same position as his owvn. The peo-
ple were struggling along and endeavour-
ing to make the mines prosperous and to
provide work, hut they had to face great
difficulties. The regulations introduced
some time ago had not been of much as-
sistance to the industry, and he only
hoped that the experiment which the
Minister was making at Coolgardie would
be a success and that the wvhole State
would have the same opportunity as
the people at Coolgardie were en-
joying at the present time. He
did not know what progress was be-
ing made with the experiment of reduced
crusliinc! charges, but lie hoped the site-
cess of this innovation would be such as
to warrant the Minister bringing-
about at wholesale reduction in cruslh-
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iug charges throughout the State.
Speaking of Peak Hill and the surround-
ig districts, embracing the copper shows
north of that place, he would like to im-
press upon the Minister the necessity of
doing something to keep a mining regis-
trar up there. Although the place itself
was not very lively at the present time,
yet with all these centres opening up
around Peak Hill it was necessary to have
some head-quarters where business could
be transacted. It was pleasing to note
that an effort had been made to stand-
ardise our gas producers, and there was
no doubt that they would bring about a
tremendous reduction in the cost of our
battery system. The water question was
a serious one, but lie felt sure the Minis-
ter would set about giving the necessary
facilities to outback centres by way of
tractors. So far as he (Mr. Holman)
was personally concerned, while he was
speaking now a little parochially, be was
doing it with a desire to point out to the
Minister the necessity of giving some
Uitile attention in the direction he bad in-
dicated. He was prepared to look
at the mining industry from a non-
party point of view, and he hoped
that the efforts heing made to bet-
ter the conditions of the wage-earners in
the industry would meet with the success
they deserved, so that it would be pos-
sible for the men to work at the greatest
possible advantage. So far as the coal
question was concerned, this was a matter
which affected this State, and he did not
think ore lion, member would say a word
against the opening up of the Collie coal-
fields. Probably we were all Sorry the
coal was not of as good a quality as we
would like to have it, but at the same
time this coal was in our own country
and we should give it every possible en-
couragement. He sincerely hoped, in re-
gard to what he had asked the Minister
to do for his own district, that the Min-
ister would do as much for every mining
district in Western Australia as well.

Mr. 1&ELLANY (Menzies) : It was
pleasing to notice that the Minister, in
introducing his Estimates, had been able
to point out that for the first time for
many years back the continuous decrease
in the gold production of Western Atis-

tralia bad been arrested, and that there
was a probability, or almost a certainty
now, that this year we would have an in-
creased gold production as compared
with last year. While he agreed with the
leader of the Opposition in his remarks
that the present or any other Government
could not take credit upon themselves for
this state of affairs, and that no Govern-
ment could put gold-bearing or payable
ore in any mine, he (Mr. Mullany) would
also say that a Government could by judi-
cious assistance to the mining industry
endeavour to assist those engaged in the
industry to take that ore out, wherever
it existed, and that was all that the pre-
sent Minister for Mines had claimed that
his Administration had brought about.
The leader of the Opposition also, while
congratulating the Minister upon having
provided, water supplies, was not quite
so sure whether he could congratulate
him upon his efforts to improve the condi-
tions of crushing at the State battery
plants in this State. In fact, the hion.
member went so far as to doubt whether
we had been on right lines in continuing
to encourage the State battery system at
all, whether it had not been a mistake
from its very inception. It was difficult
for him (Mr. Mullany) to understand
how any man claiming to have the faint-
est knowledge of ruining conditions in
this State should be uinder such an im-
pression as this, but when) the lion,. mem-
ber went on to say that in the early days
capital poured into this State and it was
possible then to sell anything, we got
some idea as to what wvere this gentle-
man's ideas of assisting the mining in-
dustry. He (Mr. Mullany) took it that
the lion. member thought it would he a,
good thing now if it were possible to sell
anything. Did the hion. member mean
that people engaged in the mining- indus-
try in Western Australia ought to lay
themselves out to induce people in out-
side countries to invest their money' in
mining propositions that were wvorthi-
less? This was the procedure followed
years ago, when capital poured into this
country, and the mining industry was
now suffering the reaction which was in-
evitable in such practices. This wvas
where the public battery system came in.
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It was idle to say the public battery ays-
tern had ever retarded the development
of any one mine. We knew perfectly
well that the public battery system had
been the means of many thousands of
ounces of gold being produced and placed
upon the market in Western Australia,
which would otherwise have been in the
ground to-day. A great quantity of gold
produced *by the public batteries bad
come from small shows which uinder no
circumstances would have attracted the
attention of outside investors, as the ore
bodies were not wide enough. The pub-
lic battery system had been instrumental
in many instances in proving that mines
were worthy or investing capital in, and
to-day these public batteries were pre-
pared to assist the prospector to genu-
inely develop his mine. This was a far
and away more satisfactory state of
affairs than existed before the introduc-
tion of these public crushing plants. As
the leader or the Opposition pointed out,
it was possible then to sell anything. Peo-
ple did not try then to work their mines
to get any profit out of them or prove
whether they were worthy of attention or
not, and it was almost possible to sell any-
thing. By this the leader of the Opposi-
tion meant that people entrusted with
capital by outside investors were robbing
those who entrusted this capital to them,
as they were prepared to buy practically
anything. Was that desirableI He
(Mr. Mullany) said no, and further that
practices such as these, which the leader
of the Opposition appeared now to en-
dose-

Hon. Prank Wilson: That is not fair.
I never endorsed such practices.

[Mr. Male took the Chair.]

Mr. 31ULLANY: The hon. member
said it was then possible to sell anything;
so it was-

Hon. Frank Wilson: No. I did not
imply that.

Mr. MUTLANY: Mining was now be-
ing carried on in a fair manner and a
manner which was going to give increased
profits.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- I ask you, Mr.
Chairman, whether the hon. member is in
order in saying that I approve of these
malpractices, the selling of worthless
mines to the British public. I ask the
hon. member to withdraw it.

Mr. MULLANY: The word "mal-
practice" had not been used by him.

The CHAIRMALN: If the bon. member
made use of such a word he should with-
draw it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The hon. member
referred to mal practices, that is the
selling of worthless mines when capital
was rushed into this State, and that I
endorsed this kind of thing. I never en-
dorsed it,

Mr. MULLANY: It was his wish to
deny having used thhe words "foul prac-
tice" in any portion of his speech.

Mr. George: Did you not charge the
hon. member with bolstering up worth-
less mines?

Hon. Frank Wilson: I ask the hon.
member to withdraw the imputation.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
made use of the word complained of he
should withdraw it.

'Ur, IMULLANY: It had not been used
bky him.

The CHAIRMAN: Would the hon.
member tall the Committee what he did
say?

Mr. MIULLANY: His argument was
that the leader of the Opposition said
that at one time it was possible to sell
anything. He (Mr. Mullany) claimed
that that was not in the best interests of
mining, but that the hon. gentleman ap-
proved of these practices.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I ask the bon.
member to -withdraw that. It is most
offensive.

Mr. MULLANY: Now that he clearly
understood what the hon. member required
he would withdraw. He was going on to
say that prospecting and mining in the
State to-day were evidently coniduetgd in
a fairer and more honest manner than
they had been in the past, and he was
pleased that such -was the case. This, he
believed, would have a tendency to give
that increased confidence in mining in
Western Australia, the lack of which hon.
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members opposite so often deplored
through, as they said, the present Govern-
ment having been placed in power. The
Minister, in introducing his Estimates,
was pleased to point out that several new
centres had arisen, which were producing
a considerable quantity of gold. The
%linister more particularly referred to
Ora Bands and Comet Vale. It was
pleasing indeed to see the satisfactory
manner in which the Ora Banda goldfleld
was opening up, and here the present
'Minister must be given the credit, and
great credit indeed, for his prompt action
iii having taken steps to provide this field
with an adequate water supply, so that
they could keep their battery going.
Comet Vale was one, of the most promis-
ing andI solid mining fields outside Kat-
goorlie to-day, and it was more gratifying
to note that this field had been opened
up to its present condition entirely with
Western Australian capital. Here again
the leader of the Opposition had rather
misconstrued some remarks made by hon.
mninbers to the effect that we would be
better off without foreign capital. It
would be difficult for that hon. gentle-
man to point to any member who had
ever madie snch a statement, although of
course it had been frequently said that
if we could get local people to invest
their money in oar mines it would be the
best possible method of opening uip those
mines. There was no conflict between
members of the \lfinisterial party and
c!apital, nor was there any conflict be-
tween capital and the legislation those
members desired to introduce. But while
capital was being invested in this State
it oughit to he insisted upon that the men
employed in the industry should have
consideration given to their needs. Hon.
members were entirely justified in asking
that, and he trusted the Government
would never neglect to attend to it.
Another very pleasing development in
the mining industry had taken place in
his own district. The Miensies Consoli-
dated mine, which had been continunusy
working for the last eighteen years.
had never Paid a dividend. Yet dhnn
October that mine had had the most
successful month's run in its history.

They were down 1,400 feet, they had the
best reef they had ever yet worked, and
during last month they had crushed 2,417
tons for 1,207 ounces fine gold, valued at
£5,405, leaving a profit of approximately
£1,300 on the month's operations. The
previous month's operations had resulted
in a profit of £700. This was in a dis-
trict which in the past had been abso-
lutely condemned, of which it had been
staled by mine managers, geologists and
others that the gold would not live to any
depth, although certainly some of them
had excepted this Mfensies. Consolidated
to which he referred. This mine, to the
credit of the management, had held on
through all sorts of difficulties, and
through times when it had looked almost
hopeless. To-day, through their persever-
ance, they had about 150 men employed,
and were showing a reasonable profit.
This sort of management was in marked
contrast to that employed in many other
mines in the same district. For instance,
the Lady Shenton mine, which in the past
had produced 132,656 ounces of fine gold
had closed down eight or ten years ago,
when the management had £30,000 in
hand. This mine had been closed down
for the simple -reason that there was some
dissatisfaction between the directors and
the manager, and because the mine was
not looking too promising in the bottom
levels and they had not sufficient faith
in the mine which had turned out all1 this
gold, and so they had practically aban-
doned the place to the water. Also, in
the Quieensland MVeazics lease, which had
turned out 76.q219 ounces of gold, a simi-
lar state of affairs existed. Both of these
Mines had been abandoned at about 600
feet from the surface-, yet the Menzies
Consolidated, only a few miles away, was
now showing a profit at 1.400 feet. The
same state of affairs existed at flavyhurst,
where a mine like the Golden Pole was
in the same position, althouigh it had
turned out over 71,000 ounces of gold.

Mr. Harper :It tuned out 75,000
ounces.

Mr. MINULLANY: It was well for every
man interested in the mining industry to
try to devise some means of keeping up
the gold prirction. Whilst he quite
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agreed with the Minister in endeavouring
to assist the prospector to go farther
out and discover fresh finds, he thought
there was too great a tendency to run
away from old established fields in the
hope of finding more distant fields which
might be rich on the surface. The mines
in a portion of his own electorate had
not had a fair mining chance, and there
was there a field for the investment of
capital which offered great possibilities.
Inl tile old days the Government had been
induced by the finds made on the northern
fields to construct railways, spend many
hundreds of thousands of pounds in pro-
vidiug water supplies, erecting public
buildings and establishing Government
officials of all sorts there. To-day these
places wvere being left on the hands of the
Government. This was not the fault of
the fields, but of the extravagant manage-
ment which had existed in the earlier
days. Could it be said that leases which
had turned out the amount of gold men-
tioned by him had been given a fair
chance, when closed down after having
been merely scratched to a shallow depth?
The Great Fingal at one period of its
existence had been almost condemned, but
by continuing to go down further had
found payable zones at greater depth.
He believed that if some of those places
mentioned by him were opened, up agai.n
to-day, with the improved methods of
treating ore, and an improved knowledge
of mining conditions, they would prob-
ably prove profitable, not only to the
investors but also to the Government who
had spent so much money in developing
these places. The Government had not
been treated fairly by the men control-
ling these propositions in the past. The
time would come when capital would be
again seeking investment in Western Aus-
tralia, and notwithstanding what mom-
bers of the Opposition might say to the
effect that there was no confidence in
mining or in any other investment in
Western Australia under the present Ad-
ministration, he thought the fact that the
gold production had increased under that
Administration tended greatly to dis-
prove such an assertion. He believed
there would be a reaction, that capital

would be again invested in Western Aus-
tralia, and that some of those places
mentioned would be revived, and would
materially assist the gold production of
the State.

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly): The hon.
member who had just sat down had been
very elaborate in his criticism of mine
management. It would he a good thing
for the Government to find that hon.
member a mine to manage, and see how
he would get on. It was very easy to
criticise those who managed mines. The
hon. member had referred to a number
of mines, for instance, the Menzies Con-
solidated. From the first it had been
patent to any experienced visitor that
that mine would live down to a great
depth. It was on a long line of reef, ca-
sistent in size and uniform in Values, and
so was very different from a mine like
the Lady Shenton, which had rich chutes
of a patchy nature. Nor.was the Lady
Sheuton abandoned to-day, as the hon.
member had said. It was being worked
by Mr. Faulkner, who had done very well
out of it. The same applied to the Golden
Pole. All these mines had been rich near
the surface, down to 200 or 300 feet.
The hon. member had ref erred to specula-
tion in mines, and to the advantages
which the State battery system had con-
ferred upon the mining industry. It was
well to inform that hon. member that ap-
parently he knewv very little, if indeed lie
knew anything at all, about it. Mining
in Western Australia was of an extremely
speculative character. In the early days
gold had been found in many places.
Many chutes had existed near the surface,
in respect of which no living expert could
say whether or not they would go down.
At that time Western Australia was com-
paratively unknown in regard to depths
at which gold would live to, and of course
people had come along and speculated
on the chance. Prospectors had had a
much better time in those days than they
had to-day. Every encouragement ought
to he given to those prepared to bring
capital to Western Australia. Hon. mem-
bers supporting the Government were
prepared to retard mining by legislation
of a very drastic nature, and at the same
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time to assist it in other directions by
putting up State batteries, and providing
water supplies. Water supplies were
very necesary to mining, but as to State
batteries, while they might look a good
thing, he could tell his friends opposite
that there was no more expeditious way
of crippling mining than by the intro-
duction of State batteries. As the Minis-
ter had pointed out, it cost '7s. 6d. per ton
to crush at a public battery. On the other
hand, at a private battery it could he
done for 50 per cent. less. Three shillings
was the cost for treatment at a mine
which had its own battery.

The Minister for Mines: For milling?
Mr. HARPER: Absolutely. Small par-

eels of ore could not be treated at public
batteries for the same cost. He was find-
ing fault with the State battery system.
There were very few men in Western
Australia who had left a mine and hat]
continued crushing at a State battery' .
When ail the carting was taken into ac-
count and the extra cost of handling and
cyaniding, it cost about £C1 a ton less to
treat the ore at a mine which had its own
battery. If he owned a mine he would
exert every effort to get a battery erected
on the mine.

Mr. Foley: Whether it was worth it
or not.

Mir. HAMPER: A battery was not re-
quired to test the value of a mine.

Mr. Mullany: If you proved a few hun-
dred tons to be payable and not enough
to work a battery, what would you do 9

Mr. HARPER: If he had a few hun-
dred tons of good ore at sight he would
give an option over it to someone. There
were other ways of dealing with it than
by crushing. If one discovered a decent
chute it was easy enough to dispose of
one-half or one-fourth, or three-fourths
of the interest in the show, and if the mine
was equipped with a battery and provided
with proper machinery it was infinitely
cheaper than treating the ore at a public
battery which showed a loss of £1 a ton.
That was the difference between a mine
which paid and a mine which dlid not pay.
It was the opinion of many prospectors
that State batteries were not in the best
interests of mining.

Mr. Taylor: They have been respon-
sible for keeping four millions of money
in this State.

Mr. HARPER: The Minister's state-
ment showed that State batteries had pro-
duced about four millions worth of gold;
that was not a great proportion of the
109 millions worth of gold produced in
the State, and we had 36 batteries in
Western Australia.

The Minister for Mines: The batteries
have been incidentally responsible for a
fair proportion of that 109 millions in
addition to the four millions.

Mir. HARPER: Nothing of the kind.
The State batteries were responsible for
only the four millions actually produced.
Many times four million pounds worth
of ore had been left in the mines after
the State batteries had worked them out.
In many of the mines there were other
chutes besides the first one which was
worked out, but that was the posi-
tion in regard to State batteries; they
-were not in the interests of the develop-
ment of mining. There was a tendency
to work out the chutes; as soon as the
vnd of the chute was reached the mine
was finished with. That was not proper
mining. In the interests of mining it
would be better for the State, whether
it suited the individual or not, that More
encouragement should be shown to com-
panies to develop their chutes. He had
had experience in mines which he had
controlled where the original chute did
not last very long, but with capital at his
disposal he had been able to develop
other chutes many hundreds of feet away
from the original chute. That was hardly
ever done when people had the facilities
to Crush the ore at a State battery This
was a matter which should be carefully
considered. If the Minister consulted
the State Mining Engineer, he would find
that there was a great deal in this con-
tention. State batteries appealed to peo-
ple and most of the prospectors had a
very exalted opinion of the mines they
discovered, but after a good deal of hard
work they generally found that they left
the mines with little capital and thus much
harm was done through a lot of ore being
left undeveloped owing to the facilities
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of State batteries. Reference had been,
made to the Youani, Meekatharra, an.]
Comet Vale mines. They were not de-
veloped by State batteries hut by comn-
panies.

Mr. Mullany: The Comet Vale crushed
its first thousand tons at a State battery.

Mr. HARPER :When the Comet Vale
was first discovered he was in the dis-
trict.

The Premier :You are in a comet
now.

Mr. HARPER: It would b6 a good
thing for the country if the Premier were
in a comet. That district was developed
by local Ruen and he was glad they had
had the courage to develop it. It did not
matter whether it wvas local or foreign
capital, strong financial companies were
needed in Western Australia so that
when a chute of ore pinched out or de-
teriorated they could go on developing
the mines and finding other chutes. The
Great Fingall mine had developed a large
amount of ore through having an excess
amount of capital. Reference had been
made to thle Golden Pole cutting out. At
least £40 000 bad been spent in trying to
find other chutes of ore in the Golden
Pole. The mine had been exploited down
to 500 or 900 feet and 300 or 400 feet
below where the ore was payable in order
to find other chutes, and if those in charge
had erred in any direction it had been
in spending too much money to look for
doubtful ore chutes. The management
had not left one single point which had
given any encouragement whatever with.-
out exploiting it. The management had
done all that could be desired of them.
Much had been said about getting
cheaper freights for the mines. The
railway was built from Coolgardie
to Norseman and the costs of mining
were not reduced in consequence. The
men asked for better wages because of
the fact that the company had not so
much to pay in the way of freights. It
was all very well to talk about giving
encouragement to mining hut the essen-
tial point was what it would cost. The
less it cost the greater would be the
quantity of gold produced. Going to
Southern Cross, Parker's Range, Mount

Jackson and Golden Valley, and along
that line of reef, the fields at Coolgardie
K~algoorlie, Kurnalpi and other discover-
ies further out had made great demanfds
on the employment of labour in Western
Australia, and had drawn the people
further east. The green fields ex-
isted far away and the people left
thle older settled mining districts fbi
the new ones. The great disadvantage
which the miner had endured was
the enormously increased cost. Wages
and cost of living had gone up by
leaps and bounds since he came to West-
ern Australia 21 years ago. When lie was
manager of Fraser's 21 years ago freight
amounting to £30, £40 and £50 a ton had
to be paid from York. He was managing
a lowv grade mine of 6dwts, which paid
small dividends and another mine, Hope's.
Hill, producing only Sdwts. which had to'
truck the ore something like four miles
by means of horse trucks, paid expenses
for years. It was the enormous increase
in wages and the higher cost of living
which had retarded mining more than
anything else. It was all a matter of the
cost of production; and if that could be.
reduced there would be a greater pro-
duction of gold. In the Southern Cross.
country nearly all thle propositions were
lowv grade ones and if some of the pre-
sent day facilities had been in existence
years ago, there would have been a large
population in that district now. In regard
to water, he had paid £E1 a 1,000 gallons to
run the battery and under all the disad-
vantages F4raser's mine had been made to
pay. The same applied to Hope's Hill,
which had had to rely on water contain-
ing about 30 per cent, of solid matter.
That showved what had been done in the
old days of mining before the increased
cost of production. The Minister had
mentioned that it would cost about
£:10,000 to complete the boring. If that
was done gold might be discovered at
depth and then the question would he to
find the capita!. It was no good having
gold at depth unless the capital was
available to develop it. That was where
the shoe would pinch, and where the
trouble would start. It was all very well
to go in for a big system of boring, but
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it wvould cost a lot of money which we
could ill afford. At the same time it
would be well to know that if they did
discover gold of a payable nature, that
capital would be forthcoming for the
development of the leases, It would bo,
well to have a guarantee in that direc-
tion. Mlembers were all glad to see the
industry go ahead, but the desire was
that it should go ahead on a sound and
business-like basis.

Mr. HUDSON (Vilgarn) : It was
gratifying to notice that there had been
a turn in the tide of affairs and, with
other hon. members, he joined in ex-
pressing pleasure at the progress which
mining had made during recent years. It
was pleasing to hear that the district of
Yilgarn had had so much to do with the
recent progress. The leader of the Op-
position had admitted that that district
had been largely responsible for the great
increase that had been shown in the out-
put of gold during the past year or two,
and particularly during the present year.
On looking at the report of the Mines
Department it was found that there were
more leases by about 1,000 in that par-
ticular district than in any other mining
district in Western Australia, and as
many of these leases were being worked
at the present time, he felt confident that
the future of the district was assured.
Hie congratulated the Minister upon the
amount of money expended in the dis-
trict. The money had been wisely spent
and the Minister should get an ample re-
ward for the efforts be had made in that
direction. Of course there were some
who complained that the district was ne-
glected, that sufficient money had not
been provided, but on examination of the
reports it would be found that the ad-
vancement of the district had been due
to the assistanace given by the Govern-
ment and particularly during the past
two years. The districts of Mount Jack-
son, Marda, and Golden Valley were per-
haps entitled to greater consideration
than had been shown them in the direc-
tion of better facilities, but he felt sure
the Minister would treat generously any
applications which might be made to him.
If, however, the finances had been in a

better position thtan they were at the pre-
sent lime lie wvas sure greater facilities
would be afforded to the prospectors. The
southern portioni of the Yilgarn district
had advanced to such anl extent that the
Minister would he justified in having the
wvater scheme extended from Marvel
Loch oil to Parker's Range or in some
other way provide greater facilities in
this direction. The member for Murchi-
sonl raised the question of the wisdom of
transferring the mines supply branch
to the control of the Minister for
Works. W~hilst that action might result
iii effecting economy it was not work-
ing well in the interests of mining.
There appeared to be among the
officials in that department a want of
sympathy towards mining and there
seemed to be no connection with the de-
velopmental policy which had been pro-
pounded by the Minister. When one
made application for a water supply for
outback places it was immediately said,
"Will it pay at once?" That was not the
manner in which mining development
could be advanced. The old pQliey should
be adopted of getting water supplies im-
mediately prospectors went out. Indeed
he would suggest that water should be
found in advance of prospecting. Whilst
a change need not necessarily be made in
connection with the management of
Mlines Water Supply Department, there
should be some change made in the man-
ner of the working of that office. With-
out saying anything detrimental about
the ability or the earnestness of the fin-
der-Secretary the fact remained that that
officer had no knowledge of mining re-
quirements, nor had he any sympathy
with mining development. The Phillips
River had been referred by the Min-
ister, and it was a pity to find the dis-
trict languishing. The member for Pinl-
gelly spoke of the introduction of capital
there, and he made some reference to the
establishment of State batteries, and it
was presumed that his observations ex-
tended to such works as State smelters.
The bon. member might be reminded that
a large amount of capital had been ex-
pended in the Phillips River district. The
late Government sold the Government
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smelter to a company and that company
secured a monopoly of mining leases and
a monopoly of smelting. What had been
the result? A great effort was made by
that company, and a great deal of money
was spent, not wisely he was prepared to
admit, but now the position was that
they had sold and practically abandoned
all their propositions, and deserted the
district and left it in a state of collapse.
An appeal was now being made that,
private enterprise having failed, the Gov-
ernment should purchase the smelter for
the benefit of the people now there and
those who were likely to go there. The
Minister should see that there wvas justi-
fication for giving assistance to the dis-
trict, and it was a question as to what
form that assistance should take. Al-
though the company had lost a consider-
able sum of money in the Phillips River
district, they possibly, as the member for
Pingelly (Mr. Harper) suggested, fol-
lowed primitive methods. The fact re-
nmained, they lost their money and they
put the district in a hazardous position.
Nevertheless he was pleased to hear the
Minister explain that it was not the fault
of the district itself, and that the mines
there were now producing large quanti-
ties of ore which were being shipped out
of the State for treatment. This ore had
to be picked and bagged, and the expendi-
ture was more than double what it would
cost if the ore were treated in the district.
The Geological Department had not been
treated properly in these Estimates.
There was an increase of the paltry sum
of £4. We bad large belts of auriferous
country that might well be inspected even
ahead of the prospector by the geologist,
so that when a man went out he would
have an idea of the country he was likely
to come across. It was to he hoped tbat
the Legislative Council would treat pro-
perly the Bill that had been sent to them
from this Chamber dealing with the con-
ditions of the workers in the mines. The
member for Pingelly was opposed to that
measure, and it had been hinted by the
leader of the Opposition that it was
likely to be detrimental to the interests
of mining. We had always heard that
story when legislation had been intro-

duced in this or'iD any other Parliamdnt
to prevent accidents or to preserve thb
lives and limbs of the workers.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You ar going
to stop the night-shift in the mines.

Mr. HUDSON: This had its purpose,
as; had been explained.

Hon. Frank Wilson: On'account of
the health of the men9

Mr. HUDSON: It was not his inten-
tion to enter into a discussion at that
stage on the Mines Regulation Bill. - He
wvould merely point out that there had
been no accusations made by members on
the Ministerial side against mine man-
agers, hut the fact remained that those
who were placed in charge of mines were
forced by their English directors and
shareholders to take risks.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing of the
sort.

Mr. HUDSON: The directors were
callous and it was for them that we had
to legislate because they did not know the
conditions or the nature of the work
which had to be done by the men. All
that they clamoured for wvas a reduction
of the costs. It wvas to be hoped, there-
fore, that the measure wvould have a safe
passage through another place.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are casting
a slur upon the directors.

Mr. HUDSON: Some were callous,
but it was not to be said that all were,
and it was necessary to have legislation
of this description.

Mr. MoDOWALL (Coolgardie): Ev-
eryone must be pleased to find that the
gold yield was once more on the up-
grade.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do not proclaim
it too loudly.

Mr. MeDOWALL: The increase might
only he small, but still it was rising and
the probabilities were that it would con-
tinue to go up. It was gratifying to
listen to the speeches that bad been de-
livered during the evening on the mining
industry from both sides of the House.
The leader of the Opposition was very
pleased to treat this question as a non-
party one. The gold-mining- industry
was one of the greatest, if not the great-
est industry, in the State, and it certainly
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should be treated in that way, just as
members would treat the agricultural in-
duistry. All ralised that it was oni.
by doing that we could make the State
become great. The leader of the Opposi-
tion had contended that State batteries
lad not been in the 'best interests of the
State, whilst the member for Pingelly
i(Mr. Harper) went further and talked
;about crushing for 3s. per ton and made
out that the State battery system had not
'done all that was claimed for it. Those
contentions were simply ridiculous, be-
cause the battery system had done for
the State what nothing else in the wvorld
could have done. He wvould like to quote
one or two things that had happened
recently in the Coolgardie district, and
be was quoting Coolgardie for the simple
reason that it afforded a very good object
lesson in connection with State batteries.
T~he Minister for Mines had stated that
lie had given the people of Coolgardie an
opportunity of proving whether they
could keep a State battery going for a
period of six months at treatment charges
which represented a 25 per cent, reduc-
tion. Since the commencement of that
experiment on the 1st September, 2,500
tons of ore had been put through the
battery for a yield of 1,500 ounces and
that yield had been obtained by 40 dif-
ferent persons. In the last issue of the
Coolgardie Miner was published a list of
crushings which showed that the tonnage
mentioned had come from 40 different
people. Could any system other than the
State battery system have produced those
results Had Coolgardie been compelled
to rely upon a private battery this result
would never have been attained, and it
would -be understood at once what wealth
would have been lost to the State.
Amongst recent crushings had been the
Bega Gold Mine, Limited, Laverton, 14/2
tons for 130 ounces; Nil Desperandum
at Burtville, 168 tons for 847 ounces; the
Aithone Prospecting Area at Mount Jack-
son, 100 tons for 149 ounces; Benjamin
George, Coolgardie, 245 tons for 545
ounces; Prospecting Area 461, Norseman,
4D%2 tons for 132 p~zs. 17 dwts.; Inglis-
ton, 16eekatharra, 85 tons for 809 ozs. 18
dwts.; Grand Schiam, Mount Keith, 136

tons for 132 ozs. 10 dwts.; Great Un-
known, Mount Jackson, 112 tons for 254
ounces; Casino at Leonora, 77 / tons for
112 ozs. S dwts. That little list proved
most em phatically how the batteries were
operating throughout the length and
breadth of the State. We're it not for
the State battery system, those mines
would be undeveloped and their wvealthm
wvould be lost to the State. The State
hatteries enabled people to become inde-
pendent, to go out and prospect, to raise
a few tons of stuff and have it treated,
and to live in that way rather than
working for wages and overstocking the
labour market. In the Goolgardie Miner
on Saturday last had appeared a para-
graph in regard to a prospecting area.
Thme fact that the property referred to
was a prospecting area showed that it
had not been proved rich enough for the
owners to place machinery on it, and
were it not for the State batteries, areas
such as this could not he tested. The
paragraph referred to stated-

A parcel of 50 tons taken from Pro-
specting Area 961, held by Messrs.
C. Sparks and party, has just put
through the State battery for a return
of 104 ozs. 5 dwts., or an average of a
little over 2 ozs. This, coupled with
the result of Twigg and party, is most
encouraging and again shows that we
have rich ore about the place. Messrs.
Sparks and party are highly elated at
their splendid success and have made
application for a G.M. lease. The
party have only been operating for a
few weeks and have sunk two shafts
of 30 and 40 feet respectively. De-
velopment work will now be proceeded
with and another crushing will be got
out as soon as possible, and, judging
from present indications, the lease is
likely to turn out a splendid proposi-
tion. One or two shows of this de-
scription will give the town all the ad-
vertising that is necessary.

Then another paragraph wvent on to say
that Messrs. Twigg and party had put
through a parcel which averaged 1 oz.
17 dwts. over the plates, and so on. He
would ask the leader of the Opposition
and the member for Pingelly how these
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men could have obtained such results had
there not been a State battery at Cool-
gardie. It would have been impossible,
and he hoped the Minister would pur-
sue his present policy of encouraging
State batteries throughout the whole of
the State. He was pleased that the 'Min-
ister had crected an up-to-date State bat-
tery at Ora Banda. This was likely to be
one of the best miniwr centres in the State.
The ore was certainly low grade, but
there was a large quantity of it. The
battery had been kept going continually
since its commencement, but the people
in the district now wanted a cyanide
plant, because they argued that it was
impossible for them to work low-grade
ore unless there was a cyanide plant so
that they could obtain the value of their
tailings.. He knew that these matters in-
volved expenditure from which it was
difficult to obtain a return, but the min-
ing industry was of such importance to
the State that every inducement should
be given to the miners and the prospec-
tors to do the best they possibly could.
Under the circumstances he trusted the
Minister would very shortly be able to
meet the wishes of the people of Ora
Banda by providing a cyanide plant
there. It was not his intention to speak
at any length on these Estimates, because
he felt sure it was quite unnecessary to
do so. Members must realise the import-
ance of the industry and how advisable
it was for the Minister to encourage it in
every possible way. Referen ce had been
made to water supplies. He knew it was
a very difficult matter for the mining dis-
tricts to deal with the combined Water
Supply Department. That department
was unsympathetic in regard to every-
thing but pounds, shillings, and pence;
everything must pay.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It does not pay
according to the Treasurer's statement.

Mr. McDOWALL: At any rate, the de-
partment was endeavouin tomk

everything pay and its transactions were
regarded from that point of view. He
must confess, however, that the Minister
for Mines had been gracious in that re-
spect. for in one or two instances in
which it had been shown that the price of

[01]

water was prohibitive; he had granted
money from the Mines Development Vote
to assist deserving miners. That was one
way out of the difficulty, but at the same
time, it placed on the mining industry
a charge which it should not bear. How-
ever, he did not think it was necessary
to labour the question. Hle was pleased
indeed to find mining- one again in a
good position; it had never been in a bad
position, it had only been, comparatively
speaking, p)oorer than in 1903, but it had
always maintained its supremacy over all
other industries. No single industry could
compare with mining; in fact, mining
had accounted for over half the total pro-
duction of the State up to wvithin the last
Year or so. So, when we spoke of the
mining industry and its position, we must
always speak comparatively, because it
was an industry that was yet going to
give the State a great impetus. There-
fore, he hoped the industry would receive
every eonsideration and that the ques-
tions of water supply, crushing facilities,
and cyanide plants would have sympath-
etic treatment from the Minister i n
future as they had done in the past.

M1'r. GREEN (Kalgoorlie): As usual,
the Minister's speech had been pithy and
bristling with fadts regarding the mining
industry and it had been a pleasure to
listen to it. The hopeful tone of the
speech was justified by virtue of the fact
that for tine first time in nine years min-
inz was on the up grade. That altogether
discounted the statement of the leader of
the Opposition that in order to boost
along this industry it was necessary to get
capital into the country, but that capital
could not be got while there was a Labour
Adiministration in power. During the
years that the supposed defenders of the
mnonied classes, but actually the defenders
of certain doubtful speculators, had been
in power the industry had been on the
wvane. There was a Biblical quotation,
"By their fruits shall ye know them,"
and if the mining industry was to be
judged by that standard it would be seen
that under the Labour regime the indus-
try was about to look up. At the present
rate of progress, judging by the results
for the first nine months of the year,
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the value of the gold output this year
would be f5,507,906, as compared with
£6,448,385 for last year, and the dividends
on the same basis would be £843,943 'as
compared with £840,092. It was an old
and wise adage not to count one's chick-
ens before they were hatched, but the
fact that there was an increase for the
first nine months of the year went to
prove that the yield might be safely as-
sumed to reach the figures he had quoted.
The Minister had with a great show of
reason, taken a considerable amount of
credit to himself for the result of the
State batteries, but when they found on
the Opposition side members who had the
audacity to rise and decry that well
known and proved system, it went to
show that the atmosphere in this Chain-
her, so far as the Opposition were con-
cerned, was not congenial towards the
mining industry. On the erection of
State batteries in this State, according
to the Government Gazette of February
last, only £C250,000 had been expended for
a return of nearly four million pounds.
He would like to draw attention to the
remarks of the leader of the Opposition
that the State had done well by the great
mining industry and that the paltry in-
crease of Z3,000 in the Estimates was
really regrettable.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Because it shows
lack of proper administration.

Mr. GREEN: It was his desire to
fasten that particular phrase on the hon.
member as showing his attitude towards
the mining industry.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Which you mis-
represent.

Mr. GREEN: And to the fact that the
rabbit-proof fence, which returned no-
thing, cost £311,900, aind over £E17,000
for upkeep last year. What was the hon.
member's attitude to work of that kind?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Your batteries
have cost £400,000.

Mr. GREEN: The gold-mining indus-
try had been responsible for over half
of the total value of exports, and yet the
hon. member regretted that extra ex-
penditure was contemplated. Did that
showv a desire on the bon. member's part
to help the industry? Nay; did not it

show a desire to crush the industry, be-
cause it failed to return members of the
political opinions vaunted by the hon.
member? The Mlinister had spoken of
two necessary provisions to the further-
ance of the mining industry-cheap water
and an extension of the State battery
system. He agreed with the Minister as
far as he went, and he thanked the Mini-
ster for affording facilities-

Hort. Frank Wilson interjected.
Mr. GREEN: The hon. member had

had his say and now declined to listen to
anyone else. Cheap water had been
granted to several low-grade shows having
vast ore bodies at the north end of the
field in Kalgoorlie with beneficial we,
suits. The School of Mines fees in Kal-
goorlie would be abolished from the 1st
January next, and that would be a con-
siderable aid to lads on the Golden Mile
to acquire knowledge of gold treatment.
Some time ago hon. members were asked
to send in particulars of requirements for
the Estimates, and many which he bad]
suggested did not appear, but there was
one more than any ether the non-appear-
ance of which lie regretted, and that was
an experimental treatment plant consist-
ing of a three-head stamp battery and
amalgamating, cyaniding, and concentrat-
ing plant for the School of Mines. This
would have been of immense service to
student;, many of whom had not an op-
portunity to get immediate employment,
and if the Minister could not provide for
it this year he hoped he would take the
earliest opportunity to do so. The Mini-
ster had shown clearly that as far as
Southern Cross was concerned the boring
plant had been a great success. It had
been reported in the Press that a com-
pany was making preliminary overtures
with a view to launching £20,000 capital
in Eraser's mine. That was a direct re-
suilt of the information gleaned by the
experimental boring plant.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who are the com-
pany?

Mr. GREEN: Some time ago a pros-
pector in the Kalgoorlie district applied
to the Mines Department for camels, and
the department found it impossible to
supply him. Following on that he (Mr.
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Green) asked several questions, but not
until be had got information from the
department as to the number of camels
available. Some time ago the department
Lad 120 camels for prospecting parties,
hut at the time he made his inquiries
there were only 18, and they had aged
considerably. It took them all their time
to walk on four legs, so that they were
hardly fit to help a prospector who wanted
to travel 120 miles into the desert. The
applicant in question, Air. Craig Cooper,
who was a well known prospector, was
unable to get the camels he desired, and
be was in a position to know that there
were several men in Kalgoorlie who
were prepared to put in money for pros-
pecting if Mr. Cooper had been able to
obtain the camels. The cause of the de-
pletion in the number was largely on ac-
count of the mines water supply havig
taken over many of the camels from the
Mines Department, and lie was informed
on pretty good authority that during the
Bullfinch boom camels were loaned from
the Water Supply Department to the
Mines Department with a view of assist-
ing prospectors to get out into the back
country. He trusted that the question of
boring would continue to receive atten-
tion of the Minister. Whilst Dr. Mac-
laren was in Kalgoorlie he called on him
to get first band information as to the
efficacy of diamond drilling. There was
a considerable difference of opinion with
regard to the utility of boring for mining
purposes. Mr. Richard Hamilton, the
manager of the Great Boulder, had had
eight miles of boring done, and Dr. Mac-
lavr's opinion was that 250 to 300 feet
was a safe depth at which to trust en-
tirely to boring. From that he considered
that the use of the diamond drill in the
bottom of several shafts which were dowvn
300 or 400 feet would mean a great saving
to the prospector, as it cost onl ' one-
third of sinking a shaft, and considering
the immense output of the Golden Mile,
and that the rich chutes had not con-
tinned to a considerable extent outside
that area, it seemed a fair proposition
to uso the diamond drill just outside that
area. The leader of the Opposition in
referring to the mining industry damned
with faint praise. to use a quotation of

Pope's, the increase ia the mining vote.
The hon. memnber stated that the £3,000
increase in the vote was regrettable, as
he thought the State had donie well by
the industry. Yet the State had spent
more oil the rabbit-proof fence than on
the State battery system. Members on
the Government side had never on any
occasion opposed anything that would
help the agricultural industry, and yet
the agricultural industry and every other
industry combined did not produce one-
half of the wealth of the milling indus-
try. On the 30th April last there was
£135,000 outstanding in the 0shape of
land rents, and the usual amount out-
standing in April was about £30,000.

Hon. J. Mitchell :Oh, no.

Mr. GREEN : The bon. member must
have seen this statement when it was
Made by the Minister for Mines at Cun-
derdin, and if it was incorrect and he
had neglected to refute it before, he had
not done his duty' . Never under any re-
gime in this State had any prospector
or the proprietor of say mining
shows escaped from being brought to
book when in arrears with their
mining lease payments, except in a
few instances under the present Minis-
ter. The gold production during 1912
amounted to £E5,448,385, while wheat,
oats, barley, hay, potatoes and wine were
responsible for £2,000,000. The total ex-
port of all products last year was
£8,941,008, of which £5,448,385 repre-
sented gold. He had thought when the
member for Pingelly was speaking and
had learned from the Minister that gold
mining was again on the rising tide as
regarded production, that he would have
congratulated the Ministry and the coun-
try upon the bright outlook for the in-
dustry, especially when the hon. member
had benefited tremendously financially
from the industry, but he had listened
in vain for a word of congratulation from
that hon. member. Last session no man
did more than the es-mining manager,
the member for Pingelly, to damn the in-
dustry, not only in the eyes of this coun-
try, but in the eyes of other countries,
or to keep forei gn capital out of the
State, and no one had given the industry
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a worse advertisement than the hon.
mlemnler had done through the medium
of llansard. The hon. member might at
least have tried to make honourable
amends by admitting frankly that he was
pleased the industry had made an up-
turn, but no remark, favourable or other-
witse, escaped his lips in regard to this
industry. The attitude of the Opposi-
tion towards this industry could be char-
acterised as nothing but base ingratitude.
It was an industry that had lifted this
State from a puny settlement to one of
the greatest States of the Common-
wealth, and wve might at least have ex-
pected some fair treatment at the
hands of members opposite, but the at-
titude of a lot of the agricultural mem-
bers went to show that they had absolu-
tely no time for the mining industry.

Mr. S. Stubbs :I object to that state-
ment ; it is not true.

Mr. GREEN :As one who with great
pleasure helped last session to forward
every railway measure that went through
this House, he protested against that nar-
row and unfair attitude, and trusted that
the hon. member to whom he had referred
before, who damned the mining industry
every time he got up in this Chamber,
would adopt a different attitude in the
future.

Hon. M. F. TROY (Mount Magnet)
The few remarks ho wanted to make in
regard to the mining industry would be
confined to the advantage of the several
systems which had done a great deal
towards making the induistr y what it was
to-day. Some doubt had been expressed
respecting the utility of the pub-
lic battery system and he was surprised,
in view of the great advantage that sys-
tem had been to Western Australia and
the mining industry, that there could be
any room for doubt whatever. It must
be remembered that a g-reat many of
our new fields would not be existing to-
(Thy, but for the fact that the State es-
tablished batteries, and from those per-
sons who doubted the utility- of the puib-
lie battery system be would ask for a
suggestion respecting some other way in
which the industry could be better ad-

vanced. He had heard this system con-
demned on two or three occasions in this
House during the last two or three
years--

Mr. S. Stubbsa Only by one or two
people.

Hon. I. F. TROY: But what sugges-
tion had these to offer by which the in:
dustry could be better advanced than
could be done by the present system t
If their suggestion was a good one he was
sure that it would commend itself to the
mining members of this House. Hre
agreed with the Minister that the best
wvay in wh~ich to assist the mining indus-
try in the initial stages was by the pro-
vision of adequate water supplies so that
prospectors might be able to get out into
the back country and prospect for gold;
and secondly, after the mines bad
been discovered the State should
step in at the earliest possible moment
and erect State batteries and cyanide
plants. rChat was the best he could
suggest from his experience of the in-
dustry, and if there be any doubt
whatever about this he would ask bion.
members to remember that to-day
outside Kalgoorlie the most progres-
sive and prosperous fields *in West-
ern Australia had had their begin-
ning through the introduction of the
State battery. Take, for instance, Meek-
atharra. TMeekatharra was to-day one
of the most prosperous mining dis-
tricts in the State, and a district
which was becoming richer as the
mines went down. It was a district with
a great future before it, nut' would not
be in cxistence to-day had not the Gov-
ernment some years ago erected a bat-
tery and assisted prospectors to test
their lodes. After the tests bad been
made people with capital came in and
purchased several mines, and as; well as
locally owned mines there were mines
wvorked by companies, and the dis-
trict was very prosperous as a result.
Take the district of Black Range, of which
he also had knowledge. When it was dis-
covered capital did not go there of its
own accord, in fact very little capital
went there until the mines had been
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proved, and that generally was what hap-
pened in Western Australia, except in
the case of a mining boom. In a time
of a mining boom capital might be in-
troduced and mines taken up without
ally test, but in the great majority
of eases mines had to be tested, their
value proved, before capital would
be forthcoming to purchase those mines.
In Black Range to-day we had one of
the most promising and prosperous nun-
ing districts in the State; a district with
a population of from 3,000 to 4,000
people. There were several hundred
men employed on wages in the mines, and
besides them a number engaged in
prospecting, and following occupations
dependant upon the mining industry.
'Had it not been for the State battery
the mines would not have been proved at
Black Range, capital would never have
been introduced, and the district would
not be in the happy and prosperous con-
dition it was to-day. Like IAfeekatharra,
Black Range to-day was more prosperous
than it had been at any previous stage
in its history, and he believed this pro--
perity would continue for many years to
come. Take the adjacent district of You-
anmi. It had been discovered by pros-
pectors after the Government had pro-
vided water supplies. Some time ago
he advocated that the Government should
send out parties to put down water and
after water was found prospectors were
encouraged to go out, with a result that
new fields wvere opened up. After the
mines had been opened up capital was
again introduced and to-day we had in
Younmni a very prosperous district. In
the three districts he had mentioned there
would not have been that prosperity of
which he had spoken had it not been for
the public battery. No better means were
forthcoming by which the industry could
be developed, and if we judged by ex-
perience, we had to admit that the battery
system had been responsible for develop-
ing to a great extent the mining indus-
try of Western Australia. It had produced
millions of pounds value to this country,
and would, he believed, in the future give
the mining industry a greater impetus
than it had had in the past. Therefore,

he commended the Minister for his activ-
ity in regard to the excellent State bat-
teries. To those persons who cried out
that there was a loss on the State battery
he asked them to remember that with
many other facilities for the assistance of
industries there was a loss likewise. In
the agricultural industry, which all sup-
ported and hoped would prosper, there
was a loss on agricultural railways. We
were not complainiag about that loss,
as we knew it was made up in other
directions through the development of
the industry. In other directions there
was a loss on the facilities provided
for the assistance of industries, but it
was recognised that this loss was more
than made up by the value to the State
by the progress of the industries re-
ferred to. Personally he did not think
that in respect to the present crushing
charges in connection with State bat-
teries the Mlinister could ever hope to
make those batteries a paying proposi-
tion, and it was not possible for the
Minister to increase charges. He (Mr.
Troy) would prefer that the Minister
should reduce charges, but he was told that
that was not possible either. At the same
time he hoped the Minister would not be
disheartened because there was a loss, but
would bear in mind the great advantage
resulting to the industry by the introduc-
tion of the system. The public battery
in the Black Range district, by open-
ing uip the field, would more than
compensate for the loss on a hun-
dred State batteries, and the same could
be said of Meekatharra and Youanmi.
With regard to Payne's Find a great deal
of doubt had been expressed concerning
the possibilities of this field when it was
first discovered. A great many mining
prospectors went there, and the Govern-
ment came to their aid with a battery.
The result was that although the field
had not yet turned out to be as pros-
perous as Black Range and Mseekatharra,
there was a large number of prospec-
tors there who had made good and re-
ceived a fair return. The locality, be was
happy to say, was going ahead. The act
of erecting a battery at Payne's Find had
not only been responsible for winning a
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great deal of gold from Payne's Find it-
self, but had encouraged prospectors to
prospect the district, with the result that
more mines were working to-day in the
Yalgoo district, and prospects were
brighter in that district than bad been the
ease for the past 10 or 12 years. This
was due to the erection of a battery at
Payne's Find, which induced prospectors
to c~ome from near and far. Although
some of them had not succeeded at
Payne's Find they had prospected the
country around, with the result that to-
day new mines -were opening up, and he
believed there was a good future before
the Yalgoo goldfield. He considered
that the State battery system had been
of great advantage to Western Aus-
tralia, and he congratulated the Minister
on the fact that wherever he had seen
the possibility of a field being opened up
by the introduction of a State battery hie
had not hesitated to put a battery there.
Rle (Mr. Troy) was in a position to say
that he had little to complain of in regard
to the administration of the Minister. He
had gone to him with many propositions
since he (the Minister) had been in office,
and without making odious comparisons
so far as the 'Minister's predecessors were
concerned, he could say that when he bad)
brought forward a proposition the Min-
ister had met him very promptly. He
wanted to pay that compliment to the
Minister because he thought it was due to
him. In connection with Payne's Find,
although doubt had been expressed as to
the possibilities of the field, the Ministet
said he would give it a trial, and a battery
was put down without any loss of time-
he (1%Mr. Troy) believed it was placed
there in record time- He wished to say
only one word more in regard to the
mining industry and that was this, 'he
hoped the department would pursue the
policy of previous years in providing,
water supplies in districts where gold
might be found, but in which pros-
pecting could not be done withoot
a water supply. There had not
been a great amount of prospect-
ing in Western Australia in recent years.
But that had been due to the drought.
Prospectors had not been able to get out.

There was neither feed nor water, and
though in places the Government had
provided water, the want of feed was a
great handicap. To-day there was plenty
of feed, and all that was required was
water. In the Mount Marion district,
which was 40 miles north of Sandstone,
some very good developments had recently
taken place, but a water supply was badly
wanted. If bores were put down in the
surrounding country these would help
prospectors. They could make those
bores their depots, and from them they
could get out and prospect the country
with bright results. The only other
matter to which he desired to refer was
that something might he done to assist the
old prospectors. Western Australia owed
more to its old prcopeetors than to any
other body of men in the State, and
these p~eople were to-day in thoch- de-
clining years. He had come across them
in the back country, and to use their own
expressions, they were "down on their
luick-.' Their luck had gone out. They
had made money, it was true, but in a ma-
jority of cases they had put it back into
the industry, and as was well known those
who were engaged in the mining industry
could make money quickly if they got on
to anything that was good; but at the
same time it could be lost just as readily.
Many of those old prospectors had de-
voted the best years of their lives to the
development of the industry. Those
who had made money had put it all back
into the ground, and unfortunately to-day
many of them were in poor circumstances.
They were generally proud men and of
high spirit, and the only way in which
the department could help thema would be
by a well regulated system of backing. If
this were done and some of them were
sent out to prospect, good results might
follow for the State. If these maen went
on mines to seek employment they were
not wanted because they were too old.
They, therefore, had to depend upon
their own resources. Therefore, since the
State owed so much to these men, he
would recommend the Minister to de-
vise some means by which they might
be sent out prospecting under a well
regulated system of backing. It was

2510



[11 Novnxnrzi, 1913.] 51

admitted that it would probably be diffi-
cult to pick out the best men, but he felt
sure the wardens could be relied upon
to do that because they came into contact
with most of them. The country was to
be congratulated that the industry was
no longer on the down grade. After a
lapse of ten years it was on the up
grade, and this year it had been more
prosperous than for a considerable time
past. It was making good again and in
some of the localities in his own elector-
ate, although not very prosperous; the
people who were there were in better
heart than they had been for a consider-
able time. They were opening up old
fields again, and some of them would
again respond to development. So far
as the Murchison goldfield was concerned.
it was on the up grade and much of that
was due to the assistance which had been
given to it by the Mines Department. The
State was to be congratulated on the fact
that the milling industry was showing
such an improvement. It had many years
of prosperity before it, and would con-
tinue to advance the State. He com-
plimented the department on the work it
had done and he hoped it would continue
to do everything possible to encourage
the industry and those interested in it.

Mr. S. STUBBS (Wagin) : It had
not been his intention to say anything in
connection with the Mines Department
Estimates but for the fact that the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green) had not
once, but several times, made reference
(and his remarks had remained unchal-
lenged, and no doubt his constituents in
Kalgoorlie would be led to believe them)
to the agricultural members of the State
by saying that they were absolutely an-
tagonistic in every shape and form to the
progress of the mining industry.

Mr. Green: I did not refer to them all.

Mr. S. STUBBS: It would be left to
Hansard on the following day to show
whether he (Mr. Stubbs) was right or
wrong when he said that not only once,
but on several occasions during the course
of his remarks the member for Kalgoor-
lie stated that the agricultural members,
and he did not single out any one in par-

ticular, were antagonistic to the mining
industry.

irt. Green: I referred to the member
for Pingelly (3Mr. Harper) and stated so.

Mr. S. STUBBS: Hansard could be
relied upon to prove the correctness or
otherwise of what the hon. member stated
and he would be prepared if necessary to
withdraw what hie had said. He had how-
ever, 'yet to learn that he was wrong, be-
cause he had listened carefully to the re-
marks of the hon. member who did not
single out the member for Pingelly. He
was voicing the sentiments of every mem-
her representing an agricultural constitut-
ency when he said that all rejoiced on
hearing that the muining industry was in
such a prosperous condition, and it would
be wrong on his part if he did not stand
up and say so, especially after the un-
fair remarks made by the member for
Kalgoorlie. In many of the agricultural
centres there were people who had spent
a great number of years on the goldfields.
In his own constituency there was a num-
ber of these men and it was a pleasure
to be able to meet and convense with them.
These men were worthy of being called
the finest settlers we could have in West-
ern Australia. As an old business man
of the City he had on hundreds of oc-
casions in years gone by listened to the
tales of these mn who had done so much
to make Western Australia what it was
to-day. The remarks which had fallen
from the Speaker a few moments be-
fore, when he expressed the hope that the
Government would see their way to de-
vise some means of assisting those who
had blazed the track, appealed to him.
Those old prospectors were the men who
carried their lives in their hands for so
many years in endeavouring to locate the
best auriferous belts in the State, and
they should not be allowed to go through
their old days feeling the want of the
necessaries of life. If there were any of
these men left here still willing and able
to againi go out and prospect our vast
areas, it was to be hoped that not a single
member would begrudge any vote that
might be submitted to the House to help
in this direction. As a member repre-
senting an agricultural constituency, he
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had pleasure in saying that he hoped
every penny that the 'Minister had asked
the Committee to grant for the support of
the mining industry would be passed
without the slightest objection from any
member of the House, After the re-
marks made by the member for Kalgoor-
lie, it was his (Mr. Stubbs') desire to put
himself right with his constituents and
to say that neither hie nor any oth6r agri-
cultural member had ever been antago-
nistic to a single item that had for its ob-
ject the furtherance of the mining indus-
try. There was not a single voice raised
against the water scheme when it was
suibmitted to Parliament and that 'was a
work which had done wonders in the way
of making the State well known through-
out the English speaking world. Al-
though at the present time that scheme
might not be a paying concern, every
elector in the State was quite -willing to
bear the annual loss in connection with it.
He hoped that the Minister's estimate of
the gold yield for the coming year would
be realised and that it might even be
greater than his anticipations. It was
hoped also that the recent improvement
in the gold yield would be well main-
tained and that it would be proved that
we in Western Australia had the finest
auriferous belt not only in Australia, but
south of the line, and that as years went
on we would be able to prove to the out-
side world what a splendid asset we had
not only in our minerals but in agriculture
w; -well. It afforded him very much plea-
sure to support the Estimates which had
been broughbt down by the Mrinister for
Mlines and he hoped that next year the
Minister would have an even helter tale
to tell the House. that was, if hie bad the
houour of still being Minister for Mlines.
Whilst supporting the Mines Estimates,
he desired again to deprecate the langui-
age used by the member for Kalgoorlie.

Personal explanation.

Mr. GREEN: On a point of explana-
tion; the member for Wagin had made a
statement, the accuracy of which he (Mr.
Green) bIad denied. He (Mr. Green) had
applied the terms the hon. member had
referred to, not to all the agricultural

members, but to one member only and he
asked that the hon. member for Wagin
should he made to accept that explana-
tion,

The CHAiR-MAN: The member for
Wagin could not be made to accept the
explanation.

Debate resumed.
Mr, A. E. PIESSE (Katanning) : It

was pleasant to hear the member for
Kalgoorlie acknowledge that he did not
charge the agricultural members with in-
gratitude. He had listened very carefully
to the lion. member's remarks and he too
had taken them to apply generally to the
agricultural members. He was, however,
p-repared to accept the hon. members's ex-
planation. At the same time, it would
he more fitting on the part of the boak,
memiber if he were to endeavour to en-
courage a better feeling betweeni the
aenriculturists and those engaged in the
mining industry. As a representative of
an agricultural district he had upon every
occasion, when Jpublicly expressing his
political opinions, acknowledged the
great beneft the country had derived from
the development of our mining industry.
Everyone must acknowledge that the
enormous wealth produced by this in-
dustry had in a large measure given our
agricultural industry its start. That was
generally acknowledged, and he depre-
cated any remarks that might fall from
hon. members opposite to the effect that
agricultural members failed to realise this
fact. The time had gone past for hon.
members to pit the one great industry
against the other. There should he no
occasion for any such attempts when we
realised that the future prosperity of the
country was wrapped up in the develop-
ment of our primary industries. As
agriculturists he and others could, if
necessary, say a very great deal in respect
to the responsibilities they had under-
taken in helping to develop tbe agricul-
tural industry. He was prepared to
acknowledge also the pluck and endur-
ance of those prospectors who had gone
out and discovered the mines. It would
be madness on the part of hon, members
to do anything that would tend to hamper
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the mining industry. He had been
pleased to hear from the Minister that
there was a revival in the gold prod uc-
tion, and he hoped that in the near
future, with careful administration and
a reasonable amount of capital at the
disposal of the M3inister, we would see
the great mining industry flourishing and
expanding once more. Only yesterday
he had met some settlers frtom the Ravens-
thorpe district who had journeyed over
by road to take part in a tour of the
Great Southern districts with some
Albany people. He was very much im-
pressed with the confidence those settlers
had evinced in the Raveosthorpe district,
not only as a mining but as an agricul-
tural centre. Since the Minister bad
visited that district and realised. its great
possibilities he hoped that something
would be done in the direction of re-
opening those smnelters which, unfortu-
nately, bad been closed down for months
past. He urged the Government to take
into consideration the request on the part
of the people of Ravensthorpe that some
means of road communication between
Ravensthorpc and some point on the
Great Southern railway should be pro-
vided. That, of course, would come under
the control of another Minister, but it
represented only a small expenditure and
would go a great way towards improving
the means of transit from Ravensthorpe
to the Great Southern, and so bringing
the people of fiaveusthorpe within reason-
able distance of the capital of the State.
He hopedf the Minister for Mines. would
use his influence with his colleague to
provide something on the Estimates for
opening up this projected road. The
road, of course, would be the forerunner
of a railway, but even the clearing of the
road -would, mean the saving of a great
deal of time. Under present conditions
the Ravenstborpe people ha to journey
to Hopetoun and take boat to Albany,
very often in bad weather, whereas if
this road was provided the people of
Ravensthorpe could leave their homes in
the morning9 and reach Perth next day.
He trusted, therefore, the Minister would
endeavour to use his influence with his
colleague to bring about the introduction

of that work. He hoped the industry
would go on thriving, and that in a very
short time we would see the gold pro-
duction even greater than it had been a
few years ago.

Mr. TAYLOR (,Mount Margaret):-
With other hon. members he had been
sorry to hear from the lips of the leader
of the Opposition and the miemnber for
Pingelly (MIr. Harper) the remarks they
had made, regarding the State battery
system. The member for Pingelly was
a man of wide experience in mining
matters, not only in this State but in
New South Wales, South Australia, and
Tasmania. The leader of the Opposition
had recounted his first experiences in
Western Australia, some 20 odd years
ago, in mining in the Tilgarn district.
le (Mr. Taylor) could not but deprecate
the statements made by these two lion.
members concerning the State battery
system. However much we might disagree
with, perhaps, the management or the ad-
ministration of that department as a Gov-
ernment concern, we must recognise, the
great value it had been to the State. As
to the expense it had been to the State,
he ventured to say the leader of the
Opposition had been somewhat astray in
his calculation when stating that it was
about £C400,000. He thought. a quarter of
a million would be nearer the mnark. The
system had been responsible for about
four millions of money being earned and
spent in the State-wh "ether it was spent
wisely and well it was not for him to say
-but it had been earned by that system,
and had been held by the people of the
State and circulated within our own
borders. He was not taking a stand
which could not be defended, when he
compared the assistance given to the
mining industry through State batteries
with what had been done for other in-
dustries in the State, He was sure that
the vote of the Committee -would not be
in keeping -with some of the remarks
which had been made by members of the
Opposition to-night. On every occasion
within his recollection any vote for the
development or assistance of the mining
industry had been supported by all sides
of the House, irrespective of whether
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members were representing agricultural,
metropolitan, or timber areas; whilst the
mining members, on the other hand, when
they were only few in number, had sup-
ported ev'erything that tended to improve
the agricultural industry. However, to
compare the shortage on the battery sys-
tem with what the country had done to
assist the farmers in one direction alone,
it must not be forgotten that Parliament
had voted something over £300,000 for
the erection of a fence to keep rabbits
off the agricultural and pastoral areas.

Hon. J. Mitchell : About the same
amount has been spent on State batteries.

Mr. TAYLOR: But what was the
actual return from the rabbit-proof
fence? -

Hon. J, Mfitchiell: What is the return
from State batteries?

Mr. TAYLOR: The State batteries had
yielded four million pounds worth of
gold, which had been spent in the couin-
try.

Hon. J, Mitchell : The rabbit proof
fence has protected four million pounds
worth of property.

Mr. TAYLOR : It was of no use agri-
cultural members taking uip an attitude
hostile to the expenditure on the State
battery system.

Hon. J1. Mitchell : We have not.
Mr. TAYLOR : Such an attitude had

been taken up by the leader of the Op-
position, and by the member for Pingelly.
and other members had tried to excuse
that attitude. The attitude of the leader
of the Opposition had been followed by
the only member on the Opposition side
who was supposed to know something
about mining, and who would speak with
authority, not only in Parliament, but in
the Press of the country. The Press
knew that the member for Pingelly had
had long experience of mining, and any
reference he made to the industry would
be allowed some weight. The leader of
the Opposition had prefaced his remarks
by stating his early experience in mining.
The hion. member had stated that in his
younger days he had believed that the
Vilgarn district had a great future, and]
the discovery of the Bullfinch was only.
what hie had expected. Perhaps the

leader of the Opposition had been justi-
fled in making his eulogistic remarks
about the Bullfinch, having regard to his
first impressions of the district, as a
young man. He believed the hon. mem-
ber had made his remarks in all honesty,
and with no object other than to do
his best for the State. Listening to the
remarks of the leader of the Opposition
this evening, his mind reverted to dis-
tricts -which he, when younger, had be-
lieved were going to turn out well, but
he was sorry to say that the results had
not fulfilled his early anticipations. He
was not igoing to criticise the vote other
than to make a few remarks about the
rcquiremients of his own district. He
particularly wanted to emphasise the re-
marks made by the member for Yilgarn
in regard to the separating of the gold-
fields water supply from the Mines De-
partment, and attaching it to the com-
bined Water Supply Department. Al-
though the Mlines Water Supply was still
under Mr. O'Brien, the officer who had
controlled it under the Mines Depart-
ment1 that gentleman did not seem to
have the same authority as he had ex-
ercised when the supply was controlled
by the Mines Department. Lindeu, a
centre in the Mount Margaret district,
had muade application for the erection of
a dam nearly two years ago. Last year
which was particularly dry, small pros-
pectors. were carting .resh water 12 and
13 miles for four and five months. in the
year. Hon. members would realise that
carting water that distance meant that
men in a small way had to almost close
down on their work. The people in the
district had made a strenuous endeavour
to have the dam erected, but as the
money required had to come from loan
funds it was not provided for in last
year's Estimates, nor was it provided for
in the present Estimates.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You would not have
had to wait long in our time.

Mr. TAYLOR : It was necessary to
wait even when the hon. member's Gov-
ernment were in power. He hoped that
,when the Loan Estimates came down this
itern would be remembered. If he took
uip the attitude which hon. members re-
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presenting the farming areas had assumed
when they advocated that the Minister
for Lands should not press for rents and
should reduce freights, and the mem-
ber for Forrest when he urged with great
vim and force the necessity for doing
away with licenses to cut timber, and that
other sources of revenue should be cut
off, he might naturally ask why the Min-
ister insisted upon miners' rights and
upon collecting rents for leases. Why
not cut off these sources of revenue and
help the people in that way ? The Gov-
ernment of the country could not be car-
ried on without rev4nue and these sources
of revenue were just and fair. If it was
fair for- the miner to pay ten shillings
a year for a miner's right to go out into
the country and prospect on Crown lands
for gold bow much more justification was
there for a man to pay half a crown a
mouth to go into a forest to cut timber.
He did not have to prospect for the tim-
ber; it was there.

Hon. J. Mitchell :He has to pay a
royalty.

Mr. TAYLOR :The timber was there
and the timber cutter could wade into it
with an axe, but the prospector had to
go through the country at his own ex-
pense, and in many instances, though
not so much now as in the past, at the
peril of his life, to locate the riches. He
had to pay at one time £1 for a miner's
right to go iute this unknown country
and locate the wealth, and he had done
it without a murmur. There were no
guides or pamphlets, or literature, such
as were distributed by the Lands Depart-
ment, and no expert officers at every
siding to direct him. He had to pay his
£1 and cut the track for himself, in order
to locate the riches, and he had done it
without a murmur. Now the Government
were asked to reduce the fees charged to
those who went into the virgin forest to
cut timber, and they -were asked by re-
presentatives of the agricultural areas
to reduce rents and freights.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Quite right, and the
Government will be asked again.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Government were
asked to cut off every source of revenue.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Not every one.

Mr. TAYLOR: Nearly every one that
affected the agricultural areas.

Hon. J. Mitchell: No. 'Give them rea-
sonable treatment.

Mr. TAYLOR: And the Government
wvere asked to give greater facilities still.

Mr. Lewis: They are socialists.
Mr. TAYLOR: They were socialists

when anything affected them as agricul-
turists. They were willing that the Gov-
ernment should buy sheep and fowls for
them and supply them with agricultura!
implements.

Ron. J. Mitchell: And steamers.
Mr. TAYLOR: No, they appeared to

be a bit bilious about the steamers.
Mr. Lewis: State flour mills.
Mr. TAYLOR: The bon. member for

Northam spoke of State flour mills about
every three years.

Hon. J. Mitchell: It is in your plat-
form; you had better get that plank
powellised.

Mr, TAYLOR: The hon. member bad
worn it so bare that it required a steel
plate. There was room to exercise a little
socialism in regard to the mining indus-
try. The Minister was doing as much as
he could with the funds at his disposal,
but reforms wvere necessary in that de-
partment. There were matters which the
Minister, on calmer consideration, would
agree should receive attention. He had
made application for a geological survey
in one portion of his district, but the sur-
veyors were busily engaged elsewhere.

Mr. Green: On the agricultural areas.
Mr. TAYLOR: That might be right.

There was a place at Erlistoun which was
being developed with great success, and a
geological survey was required. It would
be wise if the Minister strained a point
to send up some officers from his depart-
ment so that they could advise the men
who were purely prospectors as to what
was best to be done. Geological bulletins
were issued by the department and some-
thing like two shillings apiece were
charged for them. He did not think it
would mean much to the department if
they were issued free to those who made
application for them. If the Minister
realised the value of them to any pros-
pector who had sufficient scientific thought
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to appreciate their value, he should agree
to have them supplied free upon applica-
tion being made for them. We should
give to the prospector, the layman, the
man who had not had an opportunity to
acquire School of Mines or other scholas-
tic training, the benefit of all the scientific
knowledge which the department pos-
sessed. It would aid him considerably.
He hoped the Minister would consider
the matter. 'Men in the back country-
and he himself had been there-realised
the value of these bulletins, and any
scientific knowledge would be of great
value to those men in the bush. In re-
gard to the Lands Department, all that
was necessary was to mae application,
and the applicant was flooded with
lithos and all possible information. If,
however, we wanted any knowledge in
connection with the mining industry, we
had to pay for it. He was not finding
fault with the freedom of the Depart-
merit of Lands and Agriculture, but
pointed out that there was some justifica-
tion for his statement in reference to
the attitude of the Mines Department to
those who desired to go in for mining.
The latter should be offered the some fa-
cilities as those who desired to embark
on any other industry.

Mr. Harper: Why not aipply to Texas
Green for information?

Mr. TAYLOR: Who was the gentle-
itian I If the hion. member would tell him
in what part of the Mines Department
he was, and what office he held, he would
apply to Texas Green, but he was not
aware that anyone of that name was in
charge of the geological department. If
he learned that such was the ease, how-
ever, he would not delay longer than to-
morrow morning in applying to him. If
the hion. member for Pingelly made any
application in connection with farming,
he would want a cart to carry away the
information procurable, literature costing
pounds and pounds, whereas if a man
wanted anything in connection with min-
ing, he had to pay from is. uip to 2s. 6d.
for the information.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Then let us move a
vote of censure on the Minister.

Mr. TAYLOR: It should have been
moved years ago, the position having
been established largely by the tyranny
of the Government of which the lion.
member for Northam was a member, and
the present Minister had probably not
had the matter brought under his notice,
lbut lie (Mr. Taylor) felt confident that
now the present Minister would put
literature necessary for prospectors on
the same footing as the Lands Department
bad put literature for those who desired
to embark in agriculture.

Mr. Green: They send it all over the
world.

Mir. TAYLOR: That was not desired
by him in connection with mining, but
he asked that any prospector or person
intending to embark upon mining should,
if he wrote to the -Minister's department
for information, be able to get it free
of charge. With reference to battery
charges the Minister had told uts he was
experimenting at Kalgoorlie. It would
be as well to point out here that there was
not enough experimental work so far as
imining was concerned. Hon. members
were quite prepared to vote money galore
for agricultural experimental farmsa, for
experiments in potato growing, and in
other wvays in connection with agriculture,
but we could not get an experiment in
mining. Private enterprise had to do
experimenting in the mining industry.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Look at the Au-
ditor General's report; a loss of £3,000
on a trial shipment of potatoes.

Mfr. TAYLOR: There was no demcur
about how much we lost on potatoes or
in connection wvith agriculture, but if we
wanted to experiment in the mining in-
dustry, it was said that the experiment
would *be a failure, that there was no
chance, etcetera. A sum of money should
be placed on the Estimates for experi-
inents in how to treat our refractory
ores.

Hoyt. Frank Wilson: Where are you
going to get the money fromnq

Mr, TAYLOR: We had tons of money.
Of course we would have difficulty in
meeting the liabilities the lion. member
left us.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I left a surplus.
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Mr. Allen: Would the boa, member for
Mount Margaret tell us what the Auditor
General had to say about it?

Air. TAYLOR: That was all right. We
were always anxious for experimental
work except in the mining industry, an
industry which lent itself to experiment.
We had many different classes of ore in
this State, which it was absolutely neces-
sary we should deal with and bring the
very best brains to bear upon. We could
not do that without paying. The State
was in a position to pay and be hoped
the Minister for Nines would initiate a
scheme of that kind.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You will have to pay
ou t of the deficit, then.

Mr. TAYLOR: There was no worry
about an overdraft so long as we wvere
experimenting in agriculture; hon. mem-
bers opposite, notwithstanding the de-
ficit, advocated doing away with rents u.,
conditional purchases, also reduction in
railway freights.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: Of course we do,
and insist upon it.

Mr. TAYLOR: The proposition he was
putting up in regard to the mining indus-
try was absolutely feasible, irrespective
of the deficit at all. We had certain
grades of ore in this State which it was
the duty of the State to test, it was the
duty of the State controlling that indus-
try, and there were very few industries
in wvhich the State had played so prolni-
nent a part in controlling as mining, as
it was that industry which had made the
State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The State made
the industry.

Mr. TAYLOR: The State was here.
Hon. Frank Wilson: And the gold was

here.
Mr. TAYLOR: And as soon as the peo-

ple found the gold it made the State. It
was absolutely the duty of the State to
carry on the necessary experimental work
to deal with our different grades of ore,
and also for the State to classify the
various lode formiations, so that the ordi-
nary prospector would know fairly well,
as soon as he struck something strange to
him, how it was classified in geology.
That would be of great value. He hoped

the Minister would take these suggestions
in the friendly way in which they were
given.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We will sleep on
them.

Mir. TAYLOR: They would not hurt
the lion, member. The leader of the
Opposition had, ho thought, slept on some
of his suggestions for many years, and
preferred sleeping on them to sleeping
on lobster.

Mr. Underwood: They would not pro-
duce a bad dream.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was to be hoped the
Minister would adopt some of the sug-
gestions made by him and do something
in the directions he had indicated.

This concluded the general debate on
the Mines Estimates; votes and items
discussed as follows:-

Votes-Mines Generalfly, £41,847; Ex-
plosives and Analytical, £5,286-agreed
to.

Vote-Geological Survey, £11,153:

Mr. FOLEY: When geologists went
out to inspect a district or make a geo-
logical examination, the same procedure
should be adopted as was adopted
by the other departments in the
agricultural areas, namely, to see that
the geologists met the representatives of
the industry and discussed matters with
them in a manner which would be under-
standable to those men as ordinary lay-
men. The Minister, it was understood,
had already taken into consideration this
question and it was sure to do a great
deal of good.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Government geologist, who was now in
the Leonora district, had, hon. members
would have observed, delivered a lecture
before the Leaseholders and Prospectors'
Association, nnd it was gratifying to
know that the address had been very
much appreciated by the mining com-
munity there. This was following out
the instructions which had been issued
several months ago, that when a geologist
visited a district and made an exaluina-
tion of the surrounding country, he
should call the prospectors together and
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place at their disposal any information
that might be of advantage to them

Item, Clerk, 5 months, £02; 7 months,
£120-£48:

The MINISTER FOR MINES:. There
was a typographical error in this line.
He moved an amendment-

That the words "Clerk, 5 months,
£92, 7 mzonthsr, £120" be struck out and
"cadet" inserted in lieu.

This would not have the effect, of alter-
ing the vote in any shape or form, be-
cause the estimated amount which was
put down in thle various columns was cor-
rect,

Amendment passed.
Vote put and passed.
Votes--Inspection of Machinery £.6,311;

Mining School £.5,692--agreed to.
Vote-State batteries £56,329:

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It was his desire
to express his appreciation of the work
which had been done by MrT. Howe, the
superintendent of State batteries. So far
as he could see Mr. Howe was the best
officer the department had ever had fill-
ig this position. This officer was now
drawing £504 a year, whereas his prede-
cessors had always drawn £600. The
-Minister might make an effort to see that
the officer received at least the same sal-
ary as his predecessors. He (Mr. Under-
wood) could not speak of Mr. Howe's
ability in the department, but he knew
of the value of his work from the point 43
view of the prospectors and leaseholders
who raised stone to be crushed at State
batteries, and there was no doubt that
Mr- Howe had given the prospectors a
better deal than any man who had pre-
ceded him in the position.

The MINJISTER FOR MINES: It was
gratifying to hear the remarks of the hon.
member regarding this officer. He was
aware that Mr. Howe was most painstak-
ing and capable. The salary was per-
haps not equal to that paid to the pre-
decessors, but Mr. Howe was appointed
on probation at the minimum of £504
and it had been his (the Mtinister's) in-
tention, if Mr. Howe was permanently
appointed, to increase the amount. So
far, however, he had not been able to

carry out that intention, mainly heeausa
it had been considered undesirable to
raise the salaries of the higher paid offi-
cers during the past year or two, owing
to the unfortunate financial position of
the State. If it was possible, however,
to induce the Treasurer to stretch a poiint
he (the Minister) would be very pleased
to recognise the valuable services whii
had been rendered by Mr. Howe,

Item-Working and all other mainten-
sue expenses, also additions and inm-
provements in connection with the run-
ning of State batteries, £54,206:

Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member for
Murchison spoke of an improvement he
would like to see in connection with our
State battery system. He (Mr. Foley)
had had some experience in battery work
and he could candidly say that the im-
provement the member for Murchison
would like to see would work detriment-
ally -to the men who would have crush-
iugs put thtough. The hon. member had
referred to a silver-wvell. Fortunately
the superintendent of the State battery
system, through a practical knowledge
gained in this States had decided that it
would be unwise for the men to work it.
The men on our mines to-day were getting
a better return for their outlay than they
would if the system proposed by the mem-
ber for Murchison had been introduced.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Estimates of the
Mines Department.

Progress reported.

BILL-TRAFFIC.
Returned from the Legislative Council

with amendments.

House adjourned at 11.23 p.
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